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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

PURPOSE 

The Manassas Community Conversations are a series of activities and discussions centered on 

learning more about the priorities of the citizens of Manassas, in order to define a community-

driven vision for the future. The City completed a first round of Conversations in 2017. While this 

first round facilitated general discussion about current concerns and the future of Manassas, Phase 

II focused on topic- and area-specific discussions to allow the sharing of more detailed ideas and 

information. 

Both rounds of Community Conversations provided much useful information about community 

priorities and visions. These results, along with the 2018 Citizen Satisfaction Survey and other 

planned engagement activities, will be used to develop the City’s long-range planning documents 

through 2019 and in the future. 

PROCESS 

There were several types of  activities undertaken for this process:  

Town Hall Meeting Small-group Discussions 

Pop-up Meetings Website 
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VISIONS FOR THE FUTURE 

This document contains summaries of comments related to community members’ thoughts about the 
future of Manassas. For each topic area, a draft vision statement pulls together some of the 
overarching goals that came out of the discussions. The body of the report expands on these with 
potential Focus Areas within each topic. 

Potential Visions  

Manassas will retain its character and charm 
while maintaining its existing residential 
neighborhoods, promoting a mix of uses 
compatible with existing character areas, 
accommodating appropriate infill and 
redevelopment, emphasizing improved design 
principles, and celebrating the unique and 
positive qualities of diverse neighborhoods.

LAND USE AND URBAN FORM

Manassas’ neighborhoods will be celebrated 
and supported through enhanced connectivity 
and safety, equitable investment and support, 
and efforts to maintain and improve community 
character.

HOUSING AND NEIGHBORHOODS

Manassas will be an economically-thriving 
city, with success in regional competition and 
local business growth found through an 
enhanced city image, support for a diversity of 
businesses, a focus on enhanced quality of life 
and affordability, and a refined sense of place 
and character, all of which help to draw 
employers, employees, consumers, and 
residents.

ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

Manassas will continue to foster knowledge of 
and reverence around its noteworthy history, 
including sites and events of both national and 
local significance, while also celebrating the 
diversity of its current residents and their 
cultures and interests through events, public art, 
and other opportunities.

HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

Manassas will support opportunities for 
passive and active enjoyment of well-
maintained parks, trails, open spaces, and 
sporting facilities throughout the City.

PARKS AND RECREATION

Manassas will have well-defined and inviting 
gateways and will demonstrate community 
pride through enhanced and well-maintained 
streetscapes, particularly along major corridors 
and in commercial areas.

COMMUNITY APPEARANCE

Manassas utilities will be well-maintained and 
carefully planned to provide quality, 
dependable service to citizens while supporting 
economic development with sufficient system 
capacity to meet anticipated long-term growth 
in an environmentally sensitive manner.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Manassas will have a safe, efficient, and 
well-connected transportation system that 
prioritizes walking, bicycling, and transit, and 
provides streetscapes consistent with the design 
character of the City and its neighborhoods.

TRANSPORTATION/MOBILITY

Manassas will manage the impacts of growth 
and development, and promote enhanced 
vegetation, energy efficiency, and 
maintenance, to protect and preserve the long-
range environmental health and sustainability 
of the community.

ENVIRONMENT
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BACKGROUND 

THE CURRENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

The current Comprehensive Plan for Manassas, “The 2032 Comprehensive Plan: Manassas Next,” 

which was completed in 2013, answers three main questions: 

 What was the status of the community in 2012? 

 What are the goals for the City in the future? 

 What needs to happen to achieve those goals? 

The plan identifies a framework of goals, community policies, and specific implementation 

strategies to guide future decision making. The 2013 Comprehensive Plan divided the City into 

distinct Character Areas, which define the form and character of development throughout the City. 

These Character Areas serve as a guide to decision-making on development proposals, 

infrastructure planning, and implementation tools, such as the Zoning Ordinance. 

WHY UPDATE THE PLAN? 

State code requires the Planning Commission to review the Comprehensive Plan every five years. 

In addition, reviewing and updating the plan ensures that it remains a living document that reflects 

the community’s vision for the future and provides actionable implementation measures.  
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PURPOSE FOR THE CONVERSATIONS 
The Manassas Community Conversations comprise a set of community engagement strategies 

designed to draw input from a broad, diverse cross-section of Manassas residents and 

stakeholders through meaningful and forward-thinking dialogue. The purpose is to build on 

findings from previously-completed quantitative surveys, learn more about the priorities of the 

citizens of Manassas, and ultimately define a community-driven vision for the future. 

The City of Manassas conducted its first set of Community Conversations in 2017 to help inform its 

preliminary thinking about the future and set the stage for potential updates to its Comprehensive 

and Strategic Plans. These conversations (Community Conversations, Phase I) proved to be 

successful in highlighting citizens’ issues and concerns and identifying key priority areas for 

additional exploration. Using the findings from Phase I as a starting point, City Council agreed to 

move forward with a Comprehensive Plan update, starting with a continuation of the Community 

Conversation process.  
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PROCESS 
The process for Phase II of the Conversations was built on the lessons learned from the City’s initial 

2017 Community Conversation Phase I process. Phase II included the use of approaches that 

intentionally sought to engage specific populations, as well as encourage open communications 

and the nonjudgmental sharing of ideas and opinions. While the first round of Conversations 

allowed for general discussions, Phase II focused on topic- and area-specific discussions to allow 

the sharing of more detailed ideas and information. 

ACTIVITY OVERVIEW 

There were several types of activities undertaken for this process: 

Topic-specific small-group discussions 

Topics: Land Use, Downtown Businesses, Parks and 

Recreation, Community Appearance and 

Environment, Economic and Business 

Development, Infrastructure, Historic and Cultural 

Resources 

These discussions served as informal “focus 

groups,” with sessions conducted in comfortable 

settings. The discussions were advertised and 

open to the public. Each event generally began with a short presentation about the 

Comprehensive Plan and the Conversations. Meeting attendees were then invited to join 

facilitated breakout discussions to respond to a set of topic-specific questions. Each group had 

both a facilitator and notetaker (both of which were either staff or members of the consultant 

team; in some instances, the facilitator and the notetaker were the same person). A volunteer from 

each group provided a discussion summary to the full group of meeting attendees at the end of 

the breakout period. Commission/Committee “hosts” for each event participated in the discussions. 

Throughout this process, 160 people attended seven topic-specific meetings. 

Neighborhood-specific small-group 

discussions 

Areas: Baldwin Oaks HOA, Georgetown South, 

Point of Woods East, Wellington, Wildwood, 

Cannon Ridge 

These discussions were similar in format to the 

topic-specific discussions but were attended by 

targeted audiences in each area. The questions 

were also focused on neighborhood-level issues, 

though there was also much discussion of city-wide issues. Fifty-two people attended the seven 

neighborhood-specific meetings. 
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Town Hall meeting 

Topics included transportation, land use, housing 

The Town Hall provided space for discussions 

related to three elements of the Comprehensive 

Plan update: Land Use, Transportation, and 

Housing. This meeting was advertised and open 

to the general public. The meeting began with 

a short open house, followed by a presentation 

about the Comprehensive Plan and each of the 

three topic areas. Following the presentation, attendees were invited to review the display boards 

and complete activities. A member of the City’s team provided a report out to the full group of 

meeting attendees at the end of the activity period. Thirty-nine people attended the Town Hall. 

Pop-up Events 

Information booths at the African American 

Festival, National Night Out, Farmers Market, 

Latin American Festival, and VRE station 

City staff attended events and festivals to 

share information about the Comprehensive 

Plan process, direct community members to the 

website to provide input, and engage 

community members with one simple activity: 

providing one word to describe Manassas now, 

and one word for the future. The City received a total of  204 responses to questions posed at these 

pop-up events. 

Interactive Website 

Opportunities to learn more and respond to 

questions based on the topic-specific small-group 

discussions 

The City used an interactive website 

(letstalkmanassas.org/) to provide another way 

for people to weigh in on the topic-specific 

discussions. The website provides several 

different types of activities for gathering input, 

including forums for sharing ideas on each topic, and a map to point out areas where 

transportation improvements are needed. Input from the website is included in the Appendix. From 

June 15 to December 31, the website had 520 total visits, of  which 158 were “informed” visitors 

(meaning those who explored and interacted with the website).  

 

 

http://www.letstalkmanassas.org/
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OUTREACH AND COMMUNICATIONS 

To share information about the Conversations, the City and its partners reached out to the 

community in many ways, including: 

 Creation of a graphic identity: Logo and new web page (manassascity.org/conversations)  

 

 Feature video stories on: WDVM news, What’s Up Manassas, and Comcast Newsmakers 

 

 Feature print and online stories in: Prince William Times, Prince William Living, Inside 

Nova, and VRE Ride magazine 

 

 Features in city publications:  Connections newsletter (sent to every city household), 

Business Beat economic development email, City news release 

 

 Email notifications: More than 1000 emails sent via email listserv, “Notify Me” email and 

text messages to 270 active subscribers, and emails sent to more than 220 interested 

citizens who participated in earlier meetings 

 

 Facebook posts: Meeting events; advertisements; and posts shared by several City 

departments, Historic Manassas, Inc., and VRE 

 

 Letters, Flyers, Postcards 

o 31 letters sent to HOAs 

o Flyers distributed to Historic Downtown kiosks, businesses, restaurants, and coffee 

shops; area grocery stores; Starbucks and Nathan’s; Public Works, Police Station, 

Fire & Rescue, Museum, and Social Services facilities; and area churches 

o Flyers distributed at the Farmer’s Market and other pop-up events 

o Postcards and magnets distributed at all meetings and pop-up events 

http://www.manassascity.org/2325/Community-Conversations


Community Conversations: Phase II Report 

 9 

WHAT WE HEARD: OVERVIEW 
The following sections summarize the information that we heard from all of the input activities, 

organized into the following topic areas: 

 Land Use and Urban Form 

 Housing and Neighborhoods 

 Economic and Business Development 

 Historic and Cultural Resources 

 Parks and Recreation 

 Community Appearance 

 Environment 

 Transportation/Mobility 

 Infrastructure 

 

For each area, there is a summary of the topic (i.e., what types of issues were discussed) and an 

overview of major themes heard in the Conversations. Each section also includes potential focus 

areas and a potential vision. The City can refine and build upon these as it begins drafting the 

Comprehensive Plan. Detailed notes for each topic area are contained in the Appendix.  
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LAND USE AND URBAN FORM 
Discussions related to land use and urban form touch on a broad range of topics, including 

community character, scale, design, transitions between land uses, and more. The existing 

Character Areas were used as a guide for discussions, and comments specific to the Character 

Areas can be found in the Appendix. 

 

 

POTENTIAL VISION 

Manassas will retain its character and charm while maintaining its 

existing residential neighborhoods, promoting a mix of uses 

compatible with existing character areas, accommodating 

appropriate infill and redevelopment, emphasizing improved 

design principles, and celebrating the unique and positive qualities 

of diverse neighborhoods. 

 

 

 

Word clouds: Participants were asked for one word or phrase that describes Manassas now (left) and 

one for the future (right). The following input was gathered at pop-up events. The relative size of each 

word indicates its frequency. 

 

Manassas: Today Manassas: The Future 
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MAJOR THEMES 

There was general agreement that the city’s “small town feel” is an asset to continue to foster 

through any future development or redevelopment. While there were ideas for targeted 

redevelopment, it is clear that preservation of neighborhood scale and character is important to 

most residents, and conversations around development and increasing density tended to reflect 

caution. Several commercial areas were identified as needing improvements, with a focus on the 

Mathis corridor and its importance as both a business corridor and a gateway to the city. There 

was significant discussion about building design, especially Downtown, where there was some 

disagreement on the ideal scale, height, and form in that area of the City. In general, people 

would like to see fewer parking lots abutting the roadways along the business corridors, and more 

landscaping and trees. 

POTENTIAL FOCUS AREAS 

 Preserve the character and charm of the City while offering a safe, inviting environment 

for all ages. 

 Promote a healthy blend of industrial/commercial areas and residential areas. 

 Emphasize and define “improved design principles.” 

 Promote a connected mix of uses, including open spaces and parks, which complement the 

existing character of each neighborhood and of other character areas. 

 Build on transportation assets with transit-oriented development and improved transit 

options. 

 Focus redevelopment in the Mathis and Downtown character areas, and consider whether 

the Downtown/Old Town boundary should be extended. 
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HOUSING AND NEIGHBORHOODS 
Discussions focused on housing and neighborhoods were held at the Town Hall and during 

neighborhood-specific meetings. However, additional relevant issues (housing options, safety, 

parking, walkability, etc.) came up during many, if not all, of these conversations. Topics of 

discussion included what characteristics people like about their neighborhoods and the City, what 

they do not like, and potential improvements that could be made both by the City and by 

residents. Comments related to specific neighborhoods can be found in the Appendix. 

 

POTENTIAL VISION 

Manassas’ neighborhoods will be celebrated and supported 

through enhanced connectivity and safety, equitable investment and 

support, and efforts to maintain and improve community character. 

 

 

Word clouds: Participants were asked for one word or phrase that describes Manassas now (left) and 

one for the future (right). The following input was gathered at neighborhood-specific Community 

Conversations. The relative size of each word indicates its frequency. 

 

 

 

Manassas: Today Manassas: The Future 
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MAJOR THEMES 

When discussing what they liked about Manassas and their neighborhood, and what drew them to 

Manassas in the first place, many people reported having been drawn in by the affordability and 

culture of the City (the “small town feel,” diversity, amenities), as well as the access to jobs and to 

a major transit station. People feel like their neighborhoods and the City in general are, for the 

most part, still very pleasant, friendly places, and provide the amenities they crave. There were 

concerns about issues such as decreasing affordability, lack of housing options, maintenance of 

both private homes and public roadways and sidewalks in the neighborhoods, and a perceived 

shortage of neighborhood parking. There were many potential solutions posed to these issues, 

including specific types of housing desired, specific infrastructure and maintenance needs, better 

communication between the City and residents, and potential partnerships between residents.  

POTENTIAL FOCUS AREAS 

 Prioritize housing affordability and options for all generations, in all neighborhoods. 

 Address parking needs of residents and visitors. 

 Investigate and address the need for enhanced safety, including street lighting, traffic 

calming, speed enforcement, etc. 

 Encourage and support the formation and training of community organizations for 

improvements regarding representation, beautification, and safety. 

 Work with communities to identify the need (and resources) for community facilities that 

provide places for events and gatherings, including training and youth activities. 
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ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
Discussions around economic and business development were wide-ranging and focused on issues 

directly related to such development, but also other related factors. Topics of discussion included 

diversity, businesses image, competition, recruitment, amenities and infrastructure (housing, schools, 

education), regulation, and communication. 

 

 

POTENTIAL VISION  

Manassas will be an economically-thriving city, with success in 

regional competition and local business growth found through an 

enhanced city image, support for a diversity of businesses, a focus 

on enhanced quality of life and affordability, and a refined sense 

of place and character, all of which help to draw employers, 

employees, consumers, and residents 

 

 

Word clouds: Participants were asked for one word or phrase that describes Manassas now (left) and 

one for the future (right. The following input was gathered at economic- and business-focused 

Community Conversations. The relative size of each word indicates its frequency. 

 

 

 

 

Manassas: Today Manassas: The Future 
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MAJOR THEMES 

With some large employers, and many thriving small businesses, there is a general sense that the 

economy of Manassas is strong. There is excitement about the opportunities and possibilities in 

Manassas, and there was a lot of discussion about ways to keep Manassas’s economic health and 

business community thriving.  

One area of discussion was the need for an improved message regarding the benefits of doing 

business in Manassas, and a more focused effort on attracting and keeping a talented and 

diverse workforce, especially with so many competing jurisdictions in the region. People would like 

to see a continued balance between recruitment of large businesses and support for small 

business development and growth, especially as a safeguard against any potential future shifts in 

the national/regional economy, or changes to current large employers in the area. Business 

leaders discussed a desire to see Manassas marketed as a destination, outside of its historic 

assets, and would appreciate improved communication and streamlining within the regulatory 

process.  

Part of the discussion related to recruiting and retaining businesses and employers also focused on 

the need for an improved community character, especially in major business corridors. In terms of 

other driving factors, there was a discussion about the need for high-quality education (public 

school, vocational, etc.), housing options (all along the cost spectrum), and transportation systems 

to draw potential residents and employers, and support a successful economy.  

POTENTIAL FOCUS AREAS 

 Balance investments across the City while providing needed focus to key visible 

opportunity areas (Mathis Corridor, etc.). 

 Support small business and workforce development through networking opportunities, 

clear communication, and streamlined regulatory processes. 

 Market Manassas as a business and consumer destination. 

 Actively recruit large employers, especially to areas identified by the community as ideal 

locations for growth and density. 
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HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 
Historic and cultural resources were discussed at a Conversation specifically focused on those 

related topics; in addition, other Conversations also captured many thoughts related to these 

resources. Topics of discussion included current and potential cultural resource opportunities (public 

art, music/theatre, festivals, etc.), as well as strategies and priorities around historic resources, 

including the museum, and areas of local and national historic significance. 

 

 

 

POTENTIAL VISION  

Manassas will continue to foster knowledge of and reverence 

around its noteworthy history, including sites and events of both 

national and local significance, while also celebrating the diversity 

of its current residents and their cultures and interests through 

events, public art, and other opportunities. 

 

 

 

Word clouds: Participants were asked for one word or phrase that describes Manassas now (le ft) and 

one for the future (right). The following input was gathered at the Historic and Cultural Resources 

Community Conversation. The relative size of each word indicates its frequency. 

 

 

 

Manassas: Today Manassas: The Future 
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MAJOR THEMES 

Historic and cultural elements of the City were mentioned in many discussions, and it is clear these 

are considered a key part of the community’s character. Participants had many different ideas for 

how to preserve the wide variety of historic sites in the City, including strategies that preserve 

sites in ways that bring in income that can be put toward preservation (for example, through their 

use as museums or event/cultural spaces).  

 

There was also discussion about the need to expand and broaden the definition of “history and 

culture” to include neighborhood history, as well as unique art and music events, and other events 

that celebrate the heritage and culture of the City’s diverse communities.  

 

In general, people would like to see more communication and marketing around all historic and 

cultural resources in the City, including potentially through electronic means, such as an app, which 

could direct people to upcoming events and potentially guide them to historic sites and cultural 

resources throughout the City. 

 

POTENTIAL FOCUS AREAS 

 Preserve key historic sites (e.g., Annaburg Manor) using City funding, or partnerships, 

particularly where those sites can be repurposed to provide a source of income as well as 

education and preservation. 

 Provide public spaces for community events that celebrate the diversity of Manassas and 

allow for community interaction and gathering. 

 Seek partnerships to provide enhanced access to cultural events, including festivals, 

concerts, markets, and public art. 

 Ensure a source of maintenance funding for all existing and new investments. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION 
Residents participated in a small-group discussion that was solely focused on parks and 

recreation; however, as was the case for historic and cultural resources, this topic came up in many 

of the Conversations. Areas of discussion included the value of different types of parks and 

recreation spaces, thoughts on addressing recreation trends, and ideas for how the City can better 

support residents’ health and accessibility needs through parks.  

 

 

POTENTIAL VISION  

Manassas will support opportunities for passive and active 

enjoyment of well-maintained parks, trails, open spaces, and 

sporting facilities throughout the City. 

 

 

 

 

 

Word clouds: Participants were asked for one word or phrase that describes Manassas parks now (left) 

and one for the future (right). The following input was gathered at park- and recreation-focused 

Community Conversations. The relative size of each word indicates its frequency. 

 

 

 

 

Manassas: Today Manassas: The Future 
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MAJOR THEMES 

In general, residents value access to park and recreation opportunities, and would like to see a 

balance of active and passive parks spaces that vary in size, with interconnected facilities 

disbursed equally throughout the City. There were discussions of ways to provide more access to 

parks and recreation opportunities, including joint use of facilities, use of underutilized land, and 

other partnerships. There was significant discussion about the need for improved facility 

maintenance (for both existing and future facilities). Some participants said they would like to see 

more-accessible parks and trails, with support facilities such as restrooms, benches, and water 

fountains. 

In terms of specific uses, people would like to see flexibility in use to address evolving needs and 

increase park usage, and they are interested in seeing more programs for teens and adults. There 

was a push by some to support active recreation facilities (e.g., sports fields) that can bring in 

revenue to further enhance park and recreational spaces. Some also expressed interest in more 

neighborhood participation in City parks projects, as well as more City-led volunteer opportunities 

related to park maintenance. 

POTENTIAL FOCUS AREAS 

 Investigate the need to improve the accessibility of existing playgrounds, trails, etc., and 

look to incorporate accessible features into new facilities when feasible. 

 Look for ways to improve connections to and between existing facilities – trails, parks, etc. 

– especially by non-motorized modes. 

 Study the utilization of parks to determine ways to potentially increase their usage, 

considering the needs of an aging population as well as younger generations and other 

demographic groups. 

 Ensure a consistent source of maintenance funding for park and recreation properties. 
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COMMUNITY APPEARANCE 
The discussions related to community appearance focused on opportunities and issues based on 

the concept of gateways and corridors, as outlined in the existing Comprehensive Plan. In addition 

to providing comments related to currently-identified gateways and corridors, participants also 

identified areas that should be thought of as additional gateways and corridors, and discussed 

potential improvements that could result in attaining an ideal appearance for the City’s entrances 

and corridors. Comments related to specific gateways and corridors can be found in the 

Appendix. 

 

 

 

POTENTIAL VISION 

Manassas will have well-defined and inviting gateways and will 

demonstrate community pride through enhanced and well-

maintained streetscapes, particularly along major corridors and in 

commercial areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

Word clouds: Participants were asked for one word or phrase that describes Manassas now (left) and 

one for the future (right). The following input was gathered at the Community Appearance and 

Environment Community Conversation. The relative size of each word indicates its frequency. 

 

 

 Manassas: Today Manassas: The Future 
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MAJOR THEMES 

In discussions about community appearance, there is one thing that many could agree on: people 

would like to see beautification of the Mathis corridor, specifically related to greening, less 

surface parking, better urban design/scale, and more walkability. There was also discussion of the 

need for maintenance throughout the City, with one person saying, “It’s what’s inside that counts” – 

noting that even if the City had beautiful gateways, the interior must also uphold a high standard 

of cleanliness and order. There was some agreement that better wayfinding may be needed, as it 

can be difficult to know where you are in Manassas (in terms of neighborhood), or even when you 

have crossed into Manassas from the County. While there was not consensus on a specific “look” 

for gateways, there was some agreement that there should be consistency while allowing for 

flexibility for smaller neighborhood-scale gateways, which people would like to see.  

 

POTENTIAL FOCUS AREAS 

 Prioritize improvements to major gateways, including those at Routes 28 and 234. 

 Prioritize improvements to major corridors, specifically the Mathis corridor, considering 

land use and urban form improvements, including requiring parking at the rear of 

buildings, to improve the appearance of streetscapes. 

 Address major gateways, such as Wellington Road at Liberia Avenue, and corridors, such 

as Godwin Drive, that are not identified in the current plan, and consider identifying 

locations and standards for minor gateways. 

 Prioritize beautification efforts that provide dual benefits: street trees that provide shade 

as well as enclosure, tree lawns that provide vegetation along roadways as well as 

sidewalk buffers, and lighting that enhances safety and provides continuity within the 

streetscape. 

 Use signage to direct people into Manassas as well as between neighborhoods/areas, 

especially to connect those neighborhoods separated by railways or other perceived 

barriers. 
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INFRASTRUCTURE  
At this small-group discussion, participants weighed in with thoughts/concerns and shared ideas 

about infrastructure improvements and investments that they thought would be necessary to 

support Manassas in the future. Topics of discussion included utilities, energy, water, sewer, 

litter/waste, stormwater, budgets, and reliability. 

 

 

POTENTIAL VISION  

Manassas utilities will be well-maintained and carefully planned to 

provide quality, dependable service to citizens while supporting 

economic development with sufficient system capacity to meet 

anticipated long-term growth in an environmentally sensitive 

manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

Word clouds: Participants were asked for one word or phrase that describes Manassas now (left) and 

one for the future (right). The following input was gathered at the Infrastructure Community 

Conversation. The relative size of each word indicates its frequency. 

 

 

 

 

 

Manassas: Today Manassas: The Future 
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MAJOR THEMES 

In general, people are very satisfied with utilities in Manassas, and they would like to see the high 

quality of utilities and infrastructure sustained. There was discussion about keeping up proactive 

measures related to water supply and reliability of utilities, as well as some discussion about 

potentially putting more City support behind renewable energy, including solar, and making it 

easier for homeowners to use renewable technologies on their properties. There was some interest 

related to providing greater public access to green spaces and water bodies that have concurrent 

utility or infrastructure uses. 

 

POTENTIAL FOCUS AREAS 

 Provide opportunities and incentives for residents to learn about and install renewable 

energy options. 

 Work to ensure the availability of water resources for the future. 

 Continue efforts to ensure reliability of utilities for both residential and commercial uses. 
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TRANSPORTATION & MOBILITY 
Transportation and mobility were common threads of discussion throughout many of the 

Community Conversations and were a major focus of the Town Hall meeting in September 2018. 

In addition, a transportation-focused pop-up at the VRE station and the City’s 2nd Annual Car 

Free Day event provided additional opportunities to gather feedback from the community. Topics 

of discussion included congestion, speeding, connectivity, parking, walkability, bikeability, and 

transit.   

 

 

POTENTIAL VISION 

Manassas will have a safe, efficient, and well-connected 

transportation system that prioritizes walking, bicycling, and transit, 

and provides streetscapes consistent with the design character of 

the City and its neighborhoods. 

 

 

 

Word clouds: Participants were asked for one word or phrase that describes Manassas now (left) and 

one for the future (right). The following transportation-focused input was gathered at the VRE station 

pop-up event as well as other Community Conversations. The relative size of each word indicates its 

frequency. 

 

 

 

Manassas: Today Manassas: The Future 
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MAJOR THEMES 

Regional connectivity and congestion were major areas of concern. There were also many 

concerns about traffic speeding through Old Town and the neighborhoods, and many noted that 

they would like to see more traffic calming measures in those areas. Parking is a concern both 

Downtown and in the neighborhoods, with some perceiving a lack of available spaces, including 

spaces for those with limited mobility.  

Regarding biking and walking, people would like to see continuous sidewalks and more crossings, 

as well as more opportunities to get around by bike, especially Downtown. Connectivity across 

railroads, and between Old Town and other parts of the City, was discussed as an area needing 

improvement. There was also discussion about making better use of the train station, with creation 

of a transit hub with better walkability/bikeability, more connections to buses, and more reverse-

peak VRE trains. 

 

POTENTIAL FOCUS AREAS 

 Improve the flow of local traffic, while providing streets that are safe and comfortable to 

encourage both walking and bicycling. 

 Address parking needs, especially downtown and in the neighborhoods, including the 

potential for shared parking arrangements, ADA-accessible parking opportunities, and 

bicycle parking. 

 Champion improved connections at the small (e.g., connections across railroads), medium 

(e.g., connections between neighborhoods), and large scales (e.g., better transit 

connectivity to regional jobs and improved access to I-66). 

 Ensure that the City’s transportation system is designed to accommodate residents and 
visitors of all ages and abilities. 

 Increase mobility options, including reliable and accessible bus services, improved sidewalk 
connectivity, and expanded bicycle networks. 
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ENVIRONMENT 
Specific questions about the environment in Manassas were asked at a joint small-group discussion 

focused on Community Appearance. However, other Conversations (particularly the Infrastructure 

small-group discussion) also drew input regarding the environment. Topics included green spaces, 

stormwater management, litter and recycling, energy, stream restoration, gardening, and 

conservation. 

 

POTENTIAL VISION 

Manassas will manage the impacts of growth and development, 

and promote enhanced vegetation, energy efficiency, and 

maintenance, to protect and preserve the long-range environmental 

health and sustainability of the community. 

 

 

MAJOR THEMES 

There was a focus on litter control and recycling programs, as well as on continuing to build on 

and garner interest for existing programs. Many expressed interest in enhancing tree coverage 

and low-impact stormwater management throughout the City, and there was a concurrent 

discussion about enhanced maintenance needs that could come with those efforts. There was also 

discussion about how the City could better support energy efficiency and use of renewable 

energy, with some residents interested in City-led efforts to embrace solar power for residential 

and municipal buildings.  

POTENTIAL FOCUS AREAS 

 Continue to support local recycling programs and provide educational opportunities. 

 Promote energy efficiency and the potential use of renewable energy in all City projects. 

 Look for low-maintenance ways to incorporate more vegetation (including trees) into 

projects. 

 Embrace stormwater management facilities as tools for both environmental health and 

beautification. 

 Inventory natural assets and identify opportunities to preserve and enhance open space, 

natural habitats, and ecological resources. 
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NEXT STEPS 
Community Conversations provided a wealth of information and feedback from the community. 

These results, along with the 2018 Citizen Satisfaction Survey, will be used to develop the City’s 

long-range planning documents. Specifically, Community Conversations will: 

 Inform the findings and recommendations of the City’s Transportation Master Plan, which is 

currently underway. 

 Be incorporated into the recommendations from the on-going City-wide housing and 

neighborhood study. 

 Guide the Planning Commission’s review and update of the Comprehensive Plan. 

Throughout 2019, Planning Commission will work to articulate the community’s overarching vision, 

as well as the draft goals and policies that support that vision. Additional Community 

Conversations, work sessions with “host” committees, and open house/town hall meetings may also 

be used, as needed, to keep the community informed and engaged as plan development 

progresses. Interested citizens and stakeholders are encouraged to stay involved through this 

process and visit www.manassascity.org/planmanassas for more information. 

Finally, in addition to informing the Comprehensive Plan and other planning studies, the results of 

the Community Conversations will also be shared with City departments and committees for action 

or incorporation into departmental plans, the City’s budget, or its Capital Improvement Program, 

as appropriate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.manassascity.org/planmanassas


 

 

 
 
 
 

APPENDIX A: SUMMARY OF 
DISCUSSIONS 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2019 Manassas Community Conversations 



Appendix A: Summary Of Discussions 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This Page Intentionally Left Blank 



Appendix A: Summary Of Discussions 

Table of Contents 

EVENTS BY DATE ........................................................................................................................ 1 

LAND USE AND URBAN FORM .................................................................................................. 2 

HOUSING AND NEIGHBORHOODS ............................................................................................ 8 

ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT ............................................................................16 

HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES ...................................................................................21 

PARKS AND RECREATION ........................................................................................................24 

COMMUNITY APPEARANCE ....................................................................................................27 

ENVIRONMENT .........................................................................................................................32 

TRANSPORTATION/MOBILITY ..................................................................................................34 

INFRASTRUCTURE ....................................................................................................................37 

 



Appendix A: Summary Of Discussions 

List of Tables 
Table 1: List of all Events and Discussions .............................................................................................. 1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Appendix A: Summary Of Discussions 

Events by Date A.1 

EVENTS BY DATE 
Table 1: List of all Events and Discussions

Type Topic/Area Date (all 2018) Location / Host 

Topic-specific 
Conversation  

Land Use June 19 
Boys and Girls Club, 9501 Dean 
Park Lane (hosted by the Planning 
Commission) 

Topic-specific 
Conversation 

Downtown 
Businesses 

July 11 Old Town Business Association 

Topic-specific 
Conversation 

Parks & Recreation  July 11 
Manassas Museum, 9101 Prince 
William Street (hosted by the Parks 
& Recreation Committee)  

Topic-specific 
Conversation 

Community 
Appearance & 
Environment  

July 19 
Public Works, 8500 Public Works 
Drive (hosted by the Manassas 
Beautification Committee) 

Topic-specific 
Conversation 

Economic 
Development  

August 2   
Centerfuse, 9071 Center Street 
(hosted by the Manassas Business 
Council) 

Pop-up General August 4  African American Festival 

Pop-up General August 7  National Night Out 

Topic-specific 
Conversation 

Infrastructure  August 9  
Public Works, 8500 Public Works 
Drive (hosted by the Utility 
Commission) 

Neighborhood / 
Area Conversation 

Baldwin Oaks  August 16  Baldwin Oaks HOA Board 

Topic-specific 
Conversation 

Culture & Historic 
Resources  

September 4   
Manassas Museum, 9101 Prince 
William Street (hosted by the 
Historic Resources Board) 

Pop-up General September 6   VRE 

Neighborhood / 
Area Conversation 

Georgetown South September 11 
Georgetown South Community 
Center, 9444 Taney Rd 

Pop-up General September 13   Farmers Market 

Town Hall 
Land Use, Housing, 
Transportation 

September 17   City Hall 

Pop-up General September 23  Latin American Festival 

Neighborhood / 
Area Conversation 

Wellington 
Neighborhoods 

October 17  
Wellington HOA, 9700 Wellington 
Road 

Neighborhood / 
Area Conversation 

Wildwood October 25  City Hall, 9027 Center Street 

Neighborhood / 
Area Conversation 

Point of Woods 
East 

October 25  
Public Works, 8500 Public Works 
Drive 

Neighborhood / 
Area Conversation 

Point of Woods 1 
&2 

October 29 
Public Works, 8500 Public Works 
Drive 

Neighborhood / 
Area Conversation 

Cannon Ridge November 8 City Hall, 9027 Center Street  
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LAND USE AND URBAN FORM 

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS 

Do you feel that the existing vision for land use (see below) has been 
implemented successfully? Why/why not? 

Current Comprehensive Plan Goal for Land Use: Manassas will maintain its existing pattern of 
residential, commercial, and open space land uses, emphasize improved design principles, 
promote mixed uses compatible with existing neighborhoods, accommodate high quality infill and 
redevelopment where appropriate, and reinforce the unique and positive qualities of diverse 
neighborhoods. 

Yes: 

 The City has done a great job by attracting new residents to the downtown (through 
mixed-use development). 

 There are neighborhoods with a strong identity in some parts of the City (mostly the older 
neighborhoods). 

 We moved to Old Town Square in retirement and love the oasis of Old Town.  

 Real estate development has improved some areas of the community – e.g., Hastings 
Marketplace has a good mix of development. 

No: 

 Not much open space is remaining in the City and the school system is overcrowded. Need 
an inventory of natural assets. Mixed-use development should include natural resources 
and other uses.  

 Some open land is fenced off, and the City’s percentage of open space is behind where it 
should be. 

 There is not enough green space. Much of the City is occupied by dense townhome 
communities. It’s difficult to walk pets. 

 The neighborhoods need a greater sense of identity and character. Signs identifying 
neighborhoods would help. 

 Industrial and commercial space converting to residential development, means lost space 
for businesses. 

 Sustaining downtown businesses is a problem. Morais Building, Grant Avenue office 
building, and Center Street businesses are not filled. Is downtown too expensive with rent 
and maintenance? 

 We don’t want to be a food court downtown. We need more retail. 

General ideas related to land use, urban form, and character throughout the 
City 

 Except for Mathis Avenue and select opportunity areas, new development should not 
change the feel of each character area.  

 Strike a balance. 
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o Preserve the character and charm of the City while offering a safe, inviting 
environment for all ages 

o Maintain what the City has in the charm and activities/events of downtown, while 
protecting the neighborhoods 

o Promote a healthy blend of industrial/commercial areas and residential areas 

 Find the best ways to use/share existing resources, e.g., explore shared parking.   

 Ensure that zoning policies encourage high-quality redevelopment. 

 Be proactive about maintenance, particularly in residential neighborhoods. 

 Be thoughtful about transition areas between uses. 

o Prince William Street lacks a transition between residential and industrial uses 
o Appropriate mitigation is needed between business and residential land uses 

 Locate parking behind buildings. 

o e.g., the Public Safety Facility should have parking in the back 

 Create mixed use spaces that include retail components, in addition to office and 
residential. 

 Connect development with walkable access to schools and parks. 

 Would like to see: 

o A good small to medium-sized hotel with a conference center 
o Development that encourages more reverse commuters into Manassas—requires 

more office space and businesses 
o Meeting spaces/civic spaces incorporated into mixed use development 

 

Ideas for improvements and types of  development/densities for specific 
character areas 

Some of the conversations included discussions about land use and urban form opportunities and 
issues based on specific character areas. These comments are summarized below. An overarching 
theme was that participants generally support targeted redevelopment and infill but would like to 
see preservation of existing neighborhoods and restrictions on new development in established 
neighborhoods and in historic areas (Museum lawn, Portner estate/Annaburg, Liberia). 

Character Area: Suburban Neighborhoods 

 Types of development/amenities desired: 

o Community amenities: schools, childcare (with appropriate limits on capacity and 
parking) 

o Residential with lots of green space for parks and trails 
o Senior housing and accessory dwelling units for seniors 
o Small neighborhood parks, dog parks 

 Community improvements desired: 

o Sidewalks, non-motorized trails, and paths that connect with other neighborhoods 
o Better walkability and bikeability 
o Better, consistent street lighting and amenities 
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Land Use and Urban Form A.4 

 
 

Character Area: Traditional Neighborhoods 

 Types of development/amenities desired: 

o Targeted redevelopment and infill 
o Fitness center 
o Green space and parks 

 Potential redevelopment area: Holmes Heights  

 Community improvements desired: 

o Better walkability and bikeability 
o More benches for pedestrians (seniors at assisted living facilities out for walks have 

no place to stop and rest) 
o Sidewalks that are accessible with no light poles blocking the way 
o Street sweepers out in all neighborhoods, and more trash receptacles 
o Rebrand Georgetown South – the community is vibrant and active, so a rebranding 

could remove negative stigma 

Character Area: Neighborhood Business 

 Types of development/amenities desired: 

o Incorporate more mixed-use areas, with small scale, locally-serving retail 

 Community improvements desired: 

o Lighting could be better in some commercial areas 
o Better transitions to adjacent areas 

 Potential redevelopment area: Land behind Bad Wolf Brewery and Georator on Center 
Street  

Character Area: Business Corridor 

 Types of development/amenities desired: 

o Fewer car lots, and fewer parking lots along the street 

 Potential redevelopment area: Vacant lot near Harris Teeter 

 Community improvements desired: 

o Appropriate transitions from business corridor to residential areas 
o Improve and maintain community appearance through enhanced streetscapes  

Character Area: Industrial Suburban Business 

 Potential redevelopment areas:  

o Redevelopment of industrial areas to more campus employment and less auto 
repair/auto body (see Quarry Road and Euclid Avenue) 

o Redevelopment of industrial areas on Quarry Road, potentially for residential 

Character Area: Downtown 

 Types of development/amenities desired: 



Appendix A: Summary Of Discussions 

Land Use and Urban Form A.5 

o Build on charm and character by maintaining historic structures and offering new 
dining, retail, and residential opportunities 

o Preserve existing resources, such as the Portner estate (Annaburg) and museum lawn  
o Transit-oriented residential development and infill - people should be able to live 

downtown and walk to VRE 
o Appropriate infill development that is respectful of and consistent with downtown 

character 
o Maintain the Old Town “vibe” with trees and small-town feel 
o Balance new growth and consider re-visiting architectural design and building 

height: 

 Tension between older residents/businesses who want to keep the 
downtown in its current form vs. newer residents and businesses who are 
more accepting of new infill and redevelopment. 

 Some support growth with the understanding that it might help address 
some of the issues such as attracting new businesses. 

 Some discussion of heights in downtown and disagreement about ideal 
height/scale: 3-4 stories max? Messenger Place too tall? Rethink B3.5 
category? Messenger Place may be a better fit once complete? 

 High-quality materials. 

 Better transition from historic to modern - modern architecture should blend 
better with historic elements of Downtown 

 New development should be respectful of building heights and setbacks. 
o Businesses that appeal to residents and tourists – need both variety and every day 

services (mentioned: general stores, butcher shops, deli, small grocer, fitness center, 
hotel). Less niche retail and restaurants. Residents cannot reduce vehicles use if they 
need to drive for basic shopping 

o Children’s activities – carousel or water feature 
o First floor retail on Church Street 
o A small park could be created under the historic water tower to preserve green 

space and could be used during events and activities Downtown 
o Outdoor dining – different than chains 

 Potential redevelopment sites:  Old Town Inn, Safelite, 7-11, Piedmont Products, Church 
Street buildings with surface lots (BB&T Bank, Katerina’s restaurant, Olde Towne Inn), Rite 
Aid site (Centerville and Sudley Roads), MIFCO, Prince William Street west of Grant 
Avenue 

 Community improvements desired: 

o Connect Church Street to the shopping area – make it two-way to reduce traffic on 
Center Street and take traffic off residential streets 

o Parking – Address perceived or real lack of parking; work to promote the parking 
garage and available free parking hours to the residents and visitors and pursue 
the potential for an additional parking garage near Church Street 

o Prince William Street improvements - industrial on the north side is not compatible 
with residential on the south side and is not inviting 

o Re-paint the water tower  
o Improvements should reflect the “modern beat” brand 
o Additional reuse and fixing up of existing buildings - consider “micro-grants” for 

facade improvements 
o More residential “rooftops” – more customers are better for businesses 
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o The sector plan goals focus heavily on arts, but our Downtown is more than that 
o Create regulations for AirBNB – should be a level playing field with same 

regulations as Bed and Breakfasts 

Character Area: Mathis Corridor 

 Types of development/amenities desired: 

o Opportunity for slightly higher density than downtown, including infill housing and 
mixed-use development 

o Preserve Liberia House  
o Fewer parking lots; parking should be located behind businesses 
o More open space, as mentioned in the Sector Plan 
o Grocery store like Trader Joe’s or other anchor store 

 Potential redevelopment areas:  

o Consider transit viability and economic potential - there seems to be land available 
and economic analyses should look at the property values 

 Community improvements desired: 

o Focus on beautification, connectivity, historic resources, and open space 
o Needs a facelift - the area is run-down 
o Better connectivity within the area as well as to Downtown (walkability; shuttles to 

Downtown with additional parking garages) 
o Pull some of the historical characteristics of the downtown area into the Mathis 

Corridor, e.g., light posts, but do not draw people away from the Downtown 
o Connect Liberia House and Annaburg Manor with a bus that would also stop at the 

Museum/Downtown 
o Better transit is needed if the area is redeveloped with higher-density, mixed-use 

possibilities 

Character Area: Manassas Landing (Manassas Gateway) 

 Types of development/amenities desired: 

o Relatively high density and taller buildings are appropriate 

 Community improvements desired: 

o Better connectivity – now, “It’s an island by itself” 

Character Area: Hospital/Sudley  

 Types of development/amenities desired: 

o Pursue the plan for a medical corridor in the Hospital/Sudley area 
o The land behind the hospital on Sudley Road could be developed 
o Use of greenspace behind the hospital - the healing gardens at the hospital are a 

good example of partnerships with neighborhood groups like the Master 
Gardeners 

 Community improvements desired: 

o Fix zoning - regulations in the area make it hard for new businesses, which often 
need a special use permit  
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o There may need to be a pedestrian bridge over Sudley Road to improve 
connectivity 

Character Area: Airport 

 Types of development/amenities desired: 

o The airport is a successful industrial area, and there may be opportunities for more 
commercial and transit-oriented development at the Broad Run VRE station 
 

 
 



Appendix A: Summary Of Discussions 

Housing and Neighborhoods A.8 

HOUSING AND NEIGHBORHOODS 

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS 

Comments from neighborhood-specific discussions 

Why did you make Manassas your home? If you would make that decision again today, 
why? (Summarized from all Neighborhood discussions) 

 Participants cited many reasons for moving to Manassas, including: 

o Affordability, value, and the relatively low cost of housing  
o Convenience (to jobs, etc.) 
o Size - Manassas is a small/intimate community, with a “small town feel” 
o Access to VRE and Amtrak (you can essentially “walk to New York”)  
o School quality is high 
o Not as “crowded” as other areas in the region (e.g., relative to Arlington)  
o There is a lot of green space (“Looking to get away from the city life…here, there 

is space for kids to play outside”) 
o Utilities are an asset – “number one thing to advertise about moving to Manassas” 
o Cultural diversity 
o Good neighborhoods (“you know your neighbors”) 
o Cultural amenities  
o Old Town events  
o Police department and police presence – safety and security 

If you would not choose to move to Manassas again today, why? (Summarized from all 
Neighborhood discussions) 

Most participants indicated that they would choose to move to Manassas again if they had the 
choice today, but some participants raised issues that either would make them reconsider moving 

to Manassas again, or that concern them enough to consider leaving the area: 

 Concerns and perceptions that were raised include: 

o Manassas is (or is becoming) crowded, with too much growth 
o Loss of neighborhood parking 
o Quality of schools 
o Crime and lack of police resources in some neighborhoods 
o Traffic (especially during commuting hours, to/from major regional job centers) 
o Loss of “mom and pop” businesses 
o Rising tax rate 
o Poor quality of streets and transportation 

 

Neighborhood/Area: Baldwin Oaks 

 What’s great: 

o Privacy 
o Mostly quiet 
o Lots of green/open space 



Appendix A: Summary Of Discussions 

Housing and Neighborhoods A.9 

o Active, with lots of people out walking 
o Great utilities 

 “Undergrounding utilities was the best decision the City made. The 
electricity is very reliable, and repairs are quick – [we were] able to watch 
tv during the hurricane when other areas were without power.” 

 Utilities come in one bill. 

 What needs improvement: 

o Increasing amount of traffic on Hastings Road, which is increasing noise and 
decreasing privacy 

o Every lot is being developed (e.g., density at Hastings Marketplace) 
o The proposed child care facility at Hastings Drive and Lake Jackson Drive is at a 

very dangerous intersection 
o It doesn’t seem like the police department is involved in development projects for 

traffic safety 

 What is the most important thing the City should do to support your neighborhood? What 
can you and your neighbors do to improve your neighborhood? 

o Lower taxes 
o Education for homeowners about appropriate plantings and tree maintenance 

 For example, Bradford Pear trees are beautiful, but require maintenance. 
People plant bamboo, which is very invasive. 

o The HOA is a non-profit – can that be reflected in the utility bill? 

 The sewer utility fee for the community pool is expensive.  
o More recycling education 

 Is glass recyclable in the City? Where is our recycling sent? 

 General ideas or concerns about Manassas:  

o The pace of development and influx of people is a burden 
o Public hearing signs are too small – it’s too difficult to know what’s happening 
o Concern about rent increase in commercial spaces driving out small, family-owned 

businesses and restaurants 

Neighborhood/Area: Cannon Ridge 

 What’s great: 

o Safety 
o Good neighbor relationships 
o Beautiful landscaping/grounds 
o Consistent improvements over time 
o Good police and city official relationship 

 What needs improvement: 

o Lack of parking – Major issue in Cannon Ridge and surrounding townhouse 
communities. Too many vehicles. Personal safety issue if needing to walk too far. 
Feels like you can’t leave at night or you’ll lose your spot. No place for visitors. New 
Britain residents park on Liberia Avenue and cut through Cannon Ridge rather than 
walking around to Kirby Street. Is there land available near New Britain Circle or 
Kirby Street to create additional parking to reduce the foot traffic (trespass) 
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through Cannon Ridge? HOA is investigating the possibility of a Zone 1 parking 
district – from 8603 Terrace View to 9000 Cannon Ridge Lane – along the Cannon 
Ridge side of Liberia Avenue. There should be a limit on the amount of zoned 
parking passes that are given.  

o Trash/Litter – Tied with parking as the most difficult issues. Continuing 
education/outreach helps, but more consistent and increased enforcement would 
also help. In the past, direct mail from Refuse and Recycling to homeowners has had 
positive, if short-term, results.  

o Bus stop – The Cannon Ridge school bus stop serves Cannon Ridge, Liberia, and 
New Britain. Trash and litter collect near the Chesapeake Bay watershed drain and 
foot traffic has created erosion issues and damaged landscape. New Britain 
students flow through Cannon Ridge (trespass and litter). Can an additional stop be 
included to relieve the pressure on the Cannon Ridge bus stop?  

o Licensing – Cannon Ridge has numerous businesses operating in the neighborhood, 
some without businesses licenses and against association CCRs.  

o Tree trimming. 
o There are a lot of deer in the easement. 

 What is the most important thing the City should do to support your neighborhood? What 
can you and your neighbors do to improve your neighborhood? 

o The City needs to invest in its older communities - HOA grants could help with major 
expenses like lighting and tree trimming/landscaping. Older associations need 
support that younger associations don't. More grant opportunities (with simplified 
applications and reporting or a city grant administrator to help with the process) 
would assist older associations in meeting these community requirements. 

o Rulings – Our association may not assess rules violations charges and other charges 
under the ruling from Richmond. Would the City work with affected associations to 
petition Richmond for a change or a grandfather clause?  

o Training program for boards and commissions– Arizona offers association board 
training and Florida requires association board members to be certified. The 
Neighborhood Conference offered association boards and citizens an opportunity 
to learn about hot topics, but was not really training. Would the City sponsor or co-
sponsor a board training program? Also, association boards would normally present 
an annual report at the mandated annual meetings. Would the City request 
associations to submit a copy of their annual reports (digitally) to keep as part of 
the City's history? 

 General ideas or concerns about Manassas:  

o Traffic – General concern about traffic on Route 28 and Sudley coming from I-66. 
Should Godwin Drive extension should be priority over traffic circles?  

o Signal Timing – Sudley Road and Stonewall Road Traffic signal timing (in front of 
post office) – waiting to turn onto Sudley is too long. 

 

Neighborhood/Area: Georgetown South 

 What’s great: 

o Friendly, neighborly community – people know their neighbors even if there are 
language barriers 
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o Everything is close by (though if you don’t own a car, you don’t move) 
o Diversity – people are learning how to get along with everyone 
o Proximity to job opportunities 
o Affordability 
o Fairly quiet 
o Facilities for kids 
o Walkable 
o Quaint 
o Community policing and safety for children 
o Overall, there is a feeling that there is a good partnership with police and City 

services (“Most communities may not be able to boast that partnership”) 

 What needs improvement: 

o Parking is a major issue 

 Want to limit the number of parking passes per household 

 Potential for a designated parking space for each residence 
o Violations should be addressed with code enforcement 
o Transportation – Need on-demand bus service for seniors. Current bus service is on 

Grant Avenue. This is too far for the elderly/disabled to walk. 

 What is the most important thing the City should do to support your neighborhood? What 
can you and your neighbors do to improve your neighborhood? 

o Children’s activities that are free or low cost ($150 per week at Boys and Girls 
Club is not necessarily affordable for families) 

o Partnerships between neighborhoods and City departments for resources 
o Summer recreation programs at schools (which used to exist) 

 

Neighborhood/Area: Point of Woods East 

 What’s great:  

o Affordable 
o Small-town feel 

 What needs improvement: 

o Places for kids to go and be safe – community center, after school programs at 
each school  

o Neighborhood does not have enough parking 
o Portner Avenue has poor sight distance issues at neighborhood entrances 
o Concerns over running lights and speeding vehicles – want more speed enforcement 

and better control 
o It is difficult to walk across Liberia Avenue and Portner Avenue 
o More/improved crosswalks needed, including Liberia Avenue at Euclid and Liberia 

Avenue at Portner. 
o Portner Avenue/Liberia Avenue intersection unsafe for people driving and walking 
o Need traffic calming on Liberia Avenue 
o Improved lighting on Liberia Avenue, Portner Avenue, and within neighborhood 
o Education for students/parents regarding bus stop loading/unloading – dangerous 

situation with kids running across the road to board buses 
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o Concern with additional City vehicles and school buses on Portner due to the 
location of public works facility 

o Want more options/improvements to public transit – buses and light rail 

 General ideas or concerns about Manassas:  

o Improved traffic signal coordination 
o Old Town – lots of busy streets to cross, difficult to walk to 
o Concerns about “overzealous” solid waste code enforcement and enforcement of 

recycling 
o Better coordination of City projects 
o The neighborhood was selected for the recycling enforcement pilot (see previous 

bullet) while at the same time the capital project at Liberia Plantation eliminated 
on-street parking and also impacted residents. Some in neighborhood felt picked 
on by the City. 

o Improve street lighting 
o Designate centralized places for commercial truck parking so they don’t park along 

City streets 
 

Neighborhood/Area: Wellington 

 What’s great: 

o Overall – great 
o Friendly people 
o Great amenities, including parks (GMBL, skate park at Dean Park)  
o Access to shopping 
o “There isn’t that much local traffic. You don’t have to plan around what time you are 

going to go to the grocery store like you do in other places.” 

 What needs improvement: 

o Potential need for lights at Wellington and Hendley Roads, and Lucasville Road and 
Hastings Drive 

o Metz Ball fields – condition has degraded despite significant investment 
o Would like to see the dog park move forward 
o Concerned about lights at the skate park because of noise issues later at night 
o Magnolia Grove “sinkhole”  

 What is the most important thing the City should do to support your neighborhood? What 
can you and your neighbors do to improve your neighborhood? 

o Better communication with the neighborhood about capital projects, specifically the 
public safety building, dog park, and Dean Park – could help dispel rumors and 
complaining on social media 

o Consider quarterly visits to HOA meetings 

 General ideas or concerns about Manassas:  

o Close Center Street more frequently to be totally walkable – every other Friday, 
for example 

o More aggressive sponsorship for EG Smith – offer naming rights to the fields 
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o Concern about growing taxes – can economic development grow enough to not 
require tax increases in residential 

Neighborhood/Area: Wildwood 

 What’s great: 

o Schools are close 
o Fairly quiet in the evenings 
o Centrally located – access to stores, trains, bus, and schools, but still doesn’t feel like 

you are too exposed 
o Communications on City twitter feed is very responsive 

 What needs improvement: 

o Upkeep of adjacent property; the City should encourage the property owner to 
improve the property 

o The neighborhood installed a new fence, but people are still crossing the fence 
o Overgrown shrubs and bushes along Main Street 
o Different style lights throughout the neighborhood 

 What is the most important thing the City should do to support your neighborhood? What 
can you and your neighbors do to improve your neighborhood? 

o Improve the parks – allow access to the practice fields at Osbourn High School 
o Feeling safe when you walk in the neighborhood 

 General ideas or concerns about Manassas:  

o Improve walking conditions on Main Street 
o Development is a concern – Impacts parking, traffic, availability of green/open 

space 
o Don’t want Manassas to become like Alexandria – “Alexandria is claustrophobic” 
o Appreciate the mom and pop stores – don’t want to see these replaced 
o Disabled parking is not sufficient Downtown 

Input from the Town Hall  

This information was provided by community members based on census tract. The summary below 
combines the comments for all census tracts.  

Positive Neighborhood Qualities

 Characteristics that people enjoy about their neighborhoods include: 

o Walkability 
o Stability 
o Safety 
o Housing stock and pride in home appearance 
o Continuous sidewalks 
o Proximity to Old Town, shopping, and grocery stores 
o Quiet 
o Green, trees 
o Great neighbors 
o Responsive City staff 
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o Diverse and friendly 
o Lots of play areas (e.g., Don Bosco Center) 

Less Desirable Neighborhood Qualities  

 Affordability: Concerns from residents who have been living here for a long time and 
cannot afford to live here anymore. 

 Siren noise from fire/police. 

 Related to housing: 

o Overcrowded homes. Larger families have moved into condos/townhouses that were 
not built for that size. 

o Boarded/decrepit homes  
o Increasing ratio of renters 

 There is a need for enhanced maintenance: 

o Must call for a snow plow 
o Trash cans out too long 
o Overgrown walkways and street 

 Not enough parking (e.g., in townhouse communities); too many vehicles per house. 

 Behavioral issues causing discomfort: Persons experiencing homelessness around train 
station, people smoking and fighting, gangs. 

 

Potential Improvements  

 Participants mentioned several types of improvements they believe the City could make in 
their neighborhoods: 

o Housing: 

 Provide opportunities for people to “age in place,” including housing and 
services. 

 Enforce occupancy codes. 

 Increase supply of affordable housing throughout the City. 

 Enforce maintenance/grass cutting in commercial renter properties. 
o Infrastructure/Maintenance: 

 Build, widen, and edge sidewalks. 

 Remove utility poles from sidewalks. 

 Pave streets and fill in potholes (e.g., Tackett Avenue). 

 Don’t widen streets: front setbacks are too small, would lose on-street 
parking. 

 Bury utility lines. 

 Add additional, brighter, and more attractive street lights (upgrade to 
LED). 

 Redevelop rundown sites (or encourage redevelopment). 

 Keep the streets clean. 

 Enforce trash collection. 
o Parking/Transportation: 

 Give more attention to seniors and people with disabilities. 

 Enforce parking regulations. 
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 Introduce traffic calming into neighborhoods. 

 Add 4-way stop to Hastings Road and Abbott Road intersections. 

 Increase bus service. 
o Community Facilities: 

 Add spaces for teens/youth groups to help them with school. 

 Need City community center summer programs in the schools. 
o Participation: 

 Better communication in Spanish. 

 Neighborhood advisory committees. 

 Participants also discussed ways that residents can help to improve their neighborhoods: 

o Be more friendly. 
o Be more involved in City elections. 
o Volunteer (e.g., pick up trash, help one another with yards, snow). 
o Notify the City of issues and positive actions. 
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ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS 

If  you are a business owner, why did you choose to own a business in 
Manassas and would you make that decision again? 

 In general, those who own a business in Manassas would chose to make that decision again 
today. There were many reasons given for this, including: 

o Strategic location 
o Community quality of life 
o Low cost of doing business 
o Authenticity and ambience 
o Small city that’s engaging 
o Ease of access and openness 
o Sense of community within the business community 
o Expanding community - relationship-building is easy and sustainable 
o Raised here  
o There’s potential and opportunity 
o Uniqueness of Old Town (history) 
o Multiple transportation options 
o Diversified (mix of small-town feel and large companies) 
o Feel like you can make a tangible difference 
o Human scale 
o Affordability 
o Net-importer of employees (21,000 commute into the City) 
o Land use 
o Walkability/access 
o Flexibility 
o Short commute, which allows for life/work balance 

In the last 5-10 years, how has the business environment changed? Do you 
think Manassas has become a better place to do business? 

 Parts of the City get over-emphasized, while others don’t get enough emphasis. There is 
not consistent economic development. 

 We need to tell a better story about labor market information. For instance, the Sudley 
Road sector includes more than just the hospital. We should count all those who are 
employed in health care, not just at the hospital. 

 We need to think about workforce housing. 

 Growth and re-birth of downtown – Manassas used to be a ghost town after 5PM. Not 
anymore. Old Town became vibrant (with the help of restaurants, bars, and sidewalk 
improvements) and that should continue. Must be relevant in the new millennium (for 
example, with the music choices). 

 Autonomy and local control is an asset. 

 Manassas is a net importer of jobs. 
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 Growth of Courthouse area. 

 Increased residential and retail density Downtown as a result in a shift in policy. How do 
you continue to expand and support that? 

 There is an attraction due to the quaintness of Old Town. 

 A lot of events organized by HMI including different activities and consistency in the 
events.  

 People of all ages are interested in things going on in Manassas. (“Friends from Fairfax 
came over to Manassas to hang out. That would have never happen before.”) 

 Food tax presents a challenge when competing for restaurants with neighboring 
jurisdictions. 

 Visual aesthetics—some places need improvement (Corridors/Gateways into the City). 

 VRE passengers could be more active in City (advertise the City to this group) to get them 
to come back for more than commuting. 

Overall, do you feel that the City is moving in the right direction in terms of  
creating and maintaining a business environment where you and/or others are 
proud to own or operate a business?  

 The overall consensus seemed to be a “yes,” for several reasons: 

o The houses are affordable, and the schools are good 
o We’re loaded with resources: VRE carries passengers here, we have the airport, 

museum and hospital 
o There is a good dialogue and communication in the City and a high participation 

rate in events 
o When it comes to development, the City is easier to work with than PWC, which is 

cumbersome 

 There were also some opinions given about changes that may need to be made or 
potential future adjustments that may be needed: 

o The City needs to make sure it continues streamlining its development process 
o Stove piping of City departments is an issue – you go to the City for a question and 

you get sent to different departments 
o The City has done a great job of catching up with changes in the population, but 

we need a plan that avoids us playing catch-up again 
o We need to look at how other localities do things 
o Need to bridge the communication gap between business and education - there 

should be more resources for small businesses 
o Need to invest in schools and also outside of Downtown 
o Need for upkeep and update existing neighborhoods 

What do you perceive as the biggest threats to the business environment in 
Manassas?  

 Diversity: We need people who are running businesses to be as diverse as the population 

 Business image (reality is better than image): We need to be clear on the benefits of 
doing business here, and do more to catch and keep talent 
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 Competing jurisdictions: Find ways to compete with or complement neighboring counties: 
PWC, Fairfax, and Loudoun 

 Recruit while supporting local businesses: Recruit large businesses while also supporting 
small business development and growth 

 Education – Elementary to University: Public schools are foundational, and families will 
consider the quality of the school system when considering a move  

 Housing: Need housing stock for everyone  

 Transportation and connectivity: Need improvements and more options, locally and 
regionally 

 Urban form and character: Losing some of the character of the City 

 Manassas as a destination: Commuters and other traffic passes through or leaves the 
City and does not spend time in the downtown 

 Regulation and communication: Don’t want to lose the City’s currently-streamlined 
process. 

 Affordability: Many concerns about whether the City will remain (or is) affordable. 

What are some steps the City should take to achieve the current vision for 
Economic Development (see below)? 

: “An economically Our current vision for economic development is that Manassas will be

thriving City where the combination of  an entrepreneurial spirit, an involved 
business community, and a supportive City economic development presence 
results in growing businesses, a thriving active community, and a strong sense 
of  place and opportunity.” 

 Address issues related to diversity of workforce and business ownership: 

o Attract the millennial workforce 
o Provide business assistance 
o Multilingual support 

 Improve the business image: 

o Create new opportunities for businesses: Need a tax base to continue to grow; we 
need stable tax policy and good forecasting 

o Marketing, branding, and storytelling are important 
o Get the word out about schools, Micron, the FBI, and other assets 
o “Move to Manassas” website, collateral package and incentives to attract workers 

(in progress) 
o Change the perception of Manassas – small- and medium-sized businesses may 

realize they don’t have to be in Tysons 
o Wayfinding/signage for major companies so people know they are here 

 Make Manassas more competitive: 

o City and County should work together to attract businesses 
o Center for Learning – tie in our high-end firms 
o Identify ways to compete with development in Gainesville 
o Continue to streamline regulation and communication - streamlined permitting is an 

asset for developers who want to invest 
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 Recruit while supporting local businesses: 

o Small businesses are the most vulnerable to an economic downturn – must mitigate 
impacts  

o Provide educational and networking opportunities 
o HMI can be an incubator for the Mathis area and other areas that need to start 

new business associations 
o Partner with new and different businesses 
o Incentives for businesses 
o Develop relationships/partnerships with community resource groups 
o More public-private partnerships, and fewer organizations in “silos” 
o Attract startups like the Innovation Center, and partner with George Mason 

University 

 Focus on education: 

o The City needs to help the school system – it is getting better, but improvement 
needs to continue  

o Focus on school investment as a link to economic development 
o Career Technical Education (CTE) and workforce development 

 Address housing and affordability needs: 

o We need to find ways to have people be able to live and work here – need 
affordable housing and available jobs  

o Need multiple housing options – move-up housing to help younger generations stay 
as well as high-end, larger housing 

o Prevent the negative impacts of gentrification 
o Increase wages of teachers, police officers, and fire & rescue to retain workforce 
o Create housing opportunities for young graduates and “move-up” executive housing 

opportunities as their careers progress 

 Transportation and connectivity:  

o Improve VRE and other transit alternatives 
o Improve connectivity and connections to major employers 
o Regional connections to DC and airports – include VRE “reverse” runs (opposite of 

peak) 
o Growth and transit are tied together, so ensure new housing developments consider 

mobility 
o Route 28 improvements  
o Work in partnership with other organizations/businesses for transportation solutions 
o “Park and Ride” for downtown events, connector shuttles, or circulator buses 
o Parking issues – need to address now before it becomes more of a constraint 
o We need bike trails and other transportation alternatives 

 Enhance urban form and character:  

o When people think of Manassas, they have a perception of strip malls and used car 
lots – need to emphasize the small town atmosphere 

o The Comprehensive Plan needs to show realistic densities 
o Strike a Balance: e.g., Mathis Corridor is neglected, Old Town is not, but both are 

very visible and contribute to the character of Manassas, positively or negatively 
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o Showcase Old Town’s strengths (Battle St., historic structures, etc.) 
o Improve community appearance to create a distinct vibe 
o Upkeep in and updates to neighborhoods 
o Future growth will be out toward the airport with Aurora and GMU – look for 

opportunities 
o We don’t have room to grow out, so we have to grow up 
o Make redevelopment economically feasible and attractive to spur redevelopment 
o Consider how technology affects behavior such as shopping 
o Don’t neglect neighborhood infrastructure 
o Help community understand how they can contribute (e.g., adopt-a-park) 

 Promote Manassas as a destination: 

o Train destination – advertise excursions, entertainment, etc. 
o Increase daytime foot traffic 
o Improve ways to “capture” visitors 
o Focus on access/impression of City (entry points to the City need to be more 

attractive) 
o We want to have the sparkle of Loudoun County—make the attraction extend 

beyond Old Town 
o Address downtown parking before it becomes a constraint 

 Continue to improve regulation and communication processes: 

o Stable tax policy and good forecasting 
o Listen to everyone – get good feedback and ideas 
o Reach out to HOAs 
o Keep people informed 
o More communication outreach to a broader audience (not just City & County) 
o Outreach program for professional groups (medical and others) outside Old Town 

Business Association 
o Help market Manassas-based professional organizations 
o Create a Downtown Manassas App with information on businesses, events, and 

vendors – consider a competition to create the app or consider involving GMU 
Virginia Serious Game Institute for a student project 
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HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS 

Consider a variety of  creative ways to preserve historic resources before they 
are lost. 

 Prioritize historic preservation (in the budget, etc.). In a push to save money, we aren’t 
preserving what we should preserve – what we do have, we aren’t keeping up or 
maintaining. 

 Make sure history is not lost for current and future residents – prioritize right away the 
things that may be lost (e.g., Annaburg). 

 Allow historic sites to transition over time to be better, don’t dispose of them – including 
Spieden-Carper house, Annaburg Manor, historic water tower, Tillet Hall property, Cannon 
Branch, Liberia. 

 Investigate potential need for and benefits of privatizing historic sites, as Warrenton does. 

 Create a foundation and marketing programs for historic properties (e.g., Annaburg) to 
allow and encourage people to donate to preservation efforts. 

 Think critically about ways to preserve and/or re-purpose Annaburg Manor: 

o Many would not want to see it torn down - the building has significant architecture 
and is an attraction in itself 

o The right use could help spur revitalization of Mathis (e.g., events to generate 
revenue) 

o Value is important – show a return on investment and make it pay for itself 
o Could benefit from a partner, but the City could purchase it outright 
o Ideas: Event venue, new City Hall, offices (but modernizing would be expensive), 

community resource space, wedding/event rentals, park space, library, museum, 
meeting rentals, hotel, convention center 

o Education opportunities: combine various museums into one, show what it meant to 
people once upon a time, interpretive stations on different periods, great library – 
incorporate education and children’s activities 

o Could open part of building on a limited scale – slowly restore one room at a time 
o Collaborate with the City and Prince William County (Courthouse area) 
o Create a historic overlay district on Annaburg Manor to protect the house from 

demolition 
o Create a foundation to assist with funding 

Find ways to expand and broaden what “history and culture” means 

 Embrace and emphasize current cultures that are here (e.g., Jennie Dean and Liberty 
Street). 

 Rethink how museum grounds are used. 

 Think about examples like the Candy Factory. 
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Restore history that is in danger of  being lost 

 Older generations know the history, but they won’t be around forever. 

 Tell stories that give meaning to various neighborhoods. 

 Connect areas like Wellington, Liberty Street, Prince William Street, the Portner Estate, 
and others to the historic theme. 

Invest in opportunities for people to access and participate in activities 
throughout the City 

 Provide experiences and events that visitors and residents can’t find elsewhere: 

o Out of the box ideas (e.g., Viking Festival) 
o Expanded events around all of our history (not just Civil War) (e.g., History Day) 

 Spread events, music, and public art throughout the City. 

o Harris Pavilion is one of the best investments the City has ever made – Pavilion 
concerts, festivals, lunch concerts are fabulous and free  

 Think about a children’s museum. 

 Connect venues better – e.g., bike trails to connect historic sites. 

 Use an amphitheater as a gathering space, and a library as a cultural facility. 

 Hylton Center is an untapped resource. 

 Provide transportation to and from cultural events – circulator bus to major City/County 
destinations. 

 Look for a location to allow the Freedom Museum to stay within the City. 

 New facility ideas: boutique theater, small concert venue for approximately 1,200 people, 
technology museum, library 

Showcase all of  the amenities in Manassas  

 Recognize that people visit for our Civil War history, but showcase local history, too. 

 Find ways to address competition in terms of historic sites in the region – the battlefield 
and museum are likely not worth a special trip on their own. 

 Promote other things people want to find (beyond historic sites) when they visit – shopping, 
housing, businesses.  

 Devote more resources to historic sites (e.g., Liberia and Annaburg) to create a destination. 

Capture missed communication and marketing opportunities  

 Improve regional coordination: Fairfax historic resources, bus tours, more visits from DC. 

 HMI focus is downtown but there is history beyond downtown that needs to be promoted. 

 Develop an app for tours of Old Town, scavenger hunts, and a “Passport” to encourage 
visitation. 

 More PR/promotions/cross marketing – think about priorities of different generations. 

 Lack of local newspaper is a challenge – find other ways to reach groups that typically 
rely on the newspaper. 
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 Hire a marketing company specifically for culture and history and measure metrics for 
their success. 

 Improve social media presence: offer quick, visual, interesting posts; sponsored ads and 
videos; engage different generations. 

 Place information kiosks at the museum and throughout the City. 

Find ways to incorporate public art and add whimsy 

 Define Manassas as a center for the arts. 

 Connect communities and neighborhood with history and art – contests for public art, 
recognition of local history/neighborhoods. 

 Consider murals and artistic street signs. 

 Ensure adequate oversight of public art for compatibility. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION 

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS 

Ideas for the park system 

 Engage citizens before starting a large project and increase neighborhood participation 
and volunteer opportunities. 

o Increased interconnectivity between, to, and within the parks. 
o It is hard for visitors to get to Manassas and use the parks - off-peak and weekend 

VRE service or a local trolley service could help  
o Focus on improved accessibility, serving the most people  
o Additional walking trails, bike trails, and greenways, with road buffers 
o Trails and nature walks, including those accessible to people with limited mobility 

(including aging populations) 
o Extend existing trail connections such as Winter’s Branch 

 Provide passive, unprogrammed open spaces. 

o Need green spaces where we can rest 
o Inventory natural assets – open space and trees are important 
o More wild spaces – the City does not need to maintain and mow everything 
o Wild animals are being forced out of their habitat and this needs to be considered 

before development 
o Unprogrammed open space – need to be able to enjoy the natural surroundings 
o Add a community garden 
o Preservation of open space and natural forest, e.g., in Stonewall 

 Address the evolving recreation and active space needs of residents. 

o New parks: both large parks and neighborhood-scale parks, dog parks, parks 
adaptable to changing recreation trends, pocket parks, linear parks 

o Recreational programs including classes for adults and summer programs for 
children 

o Playground for special needs children 
o Downtown water feature or splash park 
o More and improved sports facilities: Football fields, soccer fields, Pickleball courts 

 Metz Ball fields – condition has degraded despite significant investment. 

 Improvements to GMBL/E.G. Smith baseball complex: this is a park that has 
been invested in to create a community gathering space and iconic 
gateway into Manassas, and it should have playgrounds and running path. 

o Increasing need for dog parks – consider putting one underneath the Route 28 
overpass on Wellington Road 

o Provide flexible spaces 
o Provide a place for kids to be creative and hands-on 
o Look at evolving needs based on demographics/culture 
o Visit each park with people who use those facilities (e.g., kids) and see what they 

want 
o Lower the cost of park rentals 
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o Get ideas from other surrounding jurisdictions 
o Work together with Prince William County and Manassas Park to develop the 

Comprehensive Plan 

 Equally disburse facilities throughout the City.  

o A centrally-located community/recreation center with community space and 
recreation courts with good access from all parts of the City 

o Additional pool on the other side of town from Stonewall 

 Use underutilized land (e.g., VDOT property on Wellington Road). 

 Increase visibility (i.e. creation of programs for people to get to know the parks, etc.). 

o Improve branding and marketing 

 Improve park maintenance and reinvestment. 

o Need to clean up after events (e.g., trash cans are full after the Farmers Market) 
o There are some neglected areas with a lot of trash 
o Develop standards for maintenance of parks to encourage use 
o Prioritization of maintenance based on amount and type of use 
o Need for steady source of funding for maintenance - increase funding or decrease 

the number of parks 

 Better coordinate and communicate between different City departments. 

o Trees were removed at Oakenshaw Park due to a disease and there was no plan to 
replace the trees until citizens got involved 

o Encourage citizens to inform Park Committee of needs 

 Establish partnerships and take advantage of resources available.  

o Create or join a regional park authority 
o Share facilities with schools (e.g., use OHS fields during the summer months) 
o More aggressive sponsorship for EG Smith – offer naming rights to the fields for 

funding 
o Partner with the City of Manassas Park for golf course access 
o Partner with schools for an open gym where adults can play basketball 
o Additional facilities, such as school libraries, could also benefit from joint use 

 Look at ways to increase the use of parks. 

o Restrooms and WIFI/technology in all parks 
o Focus on better utilization of facilities within parks with active recreation uses 
o Consider artificial grass fields for year-round use 
o Lack of lighting in the evening and at night are an impediment to greater usage of 

the parks and available school facilities 
o Occoquan Reservoir has found a way to allow recreation and keep the water clean 

– can we do that with Lake Manassas? 
o Reduce cost to attend high school football games in the City 
o Use of parks for tourism and quality of life benefits 

 There are 60+ teams that come to Manassas four times a year for 
tournaments at GMBL. Tournaments can be a joint effort between the City 
and league – with lodging, dining, etc. 

 Sports fields could be a consistent source of revenue for the City.  
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 Better support health, accessibility, or other needs. 

o Benches, in parks and throughout the City – there is an existing program where 
people can donate a bench, but may not be well-known 

o Joint use of facilities, like open gyms 
o Senior discounts for park rentals and other amenities 
o Add something like the Team Development Course near the Freedom Center 
o Provide open space that encourages socialization 
o Install boardwalks over water retention ponds 
o Address cracked pavement, which is an issue for walkers, etc. 
o Ensure that equipment is safe and inclusive for children 
o Parks should have bathroom facilities – even portable toilets are okay 
o Accessibility 

 Consider a signature inclusive playground like Clemyjontri Park in McLean, 
which can be a magnet for tourism.  

 GMBL would like to participate in the Challenger Division with a “miracle 
field”. Currently, you have to go across the County to Hellwig Park for this 
facility. 

 Resources are limited – must prioritize needs. 

 Every new park should be ADA compliant. 

 Create accessibility – look at sidewalks and curbs. 

 It would be interesting to compare Manassas to national standards (2017 
Needs Assessment). 

Priorities for the next five years 

 Decide whether the City will sell GMBL. 

 Create a historic overlay district on Annaburg Manor to protect the house from demolition. 

 Create a foundation for historic properties so that people can donate to preservation 
efforts. 

 Improve accessibility. 

 Serving the most population possible. 

 Using underutilized land. 

 Develop standards for maintenance of parks to encourage use. 

 Improve branding/marketing/visibility. 

 Increase funding or decrease the number of parks. 

 Better coordination between different City departments (Planning, PW, PD, Schools). 

 Create or join a regional park authority. 

 Maintain additional green space / find sufficient space. 

 Build a community center. 
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COMMUNITY APPEARANCE 

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS 

The discussions on community appearance focused on opportunities and issues based on the 
concept of gateways and corridors, as outlined in the existing Comprehensive Plan. The summary 
includes both general commentary and comments revolving around specific gateways and 
corridors. 

In addition to the Corridors that are already identified in the Comprehensive 
Plan, are there other routes you would define as significant “Corridors” for 
Manassas?  

 Several ideas were discussed, including: 

o Prince William Parkway 
o Manassas Park past the library 
o Godwin Drive 
o Ashton Avenue (just as busy as Stonewall Road) 
o Along Portner Avenue where truck traffic cuts through from Sudley Road 
o Centreville Road between Breeden Avenue and Manassas Drive 

In addition to the Gateways that are already identified in the Comprehensive 
Plan, are there other locations you would define as “Gateways” for 
Manassas?  

 The perimeter, where you enter the City (Ashton, for example), should be prioritized. 
Defining the city limits is important, especially at Mathis Avenue. 

 Entrances to Old Town - Downtown gateway needs more definition. 

o Create a gateway at Route 28 & Prescott Avenue, where there is a potential future 
roundabout 

 The Hastings Marketplace area is not designated as a gateway in the current plan. 

 There is a sudden entrance near BB&T on Mathis and Breeden Avenues. 

 Gateway near the fire station at Centreville Road. 

 Business gateways: Centreville Road between Breeden Avenue and Manassas Drive. 

 Signal Hill Road and Liberia Avenue.  

 Liberia Avenue at Lamond Drive bridge. 

 Dumfries Road gateway. 

How should the City identify Gateways? Should certain Gateways be identified 
differently or have a different appearance than others.  

 They don’t all have to look the same, but there should be a consistent theme.  

 Maintain high-quality character – use the streetscape standards to dictate. 

 Need more of a personality for different areas.  
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 Use the historic tower as a community feature and focal point. 

 Wayfinding signage should be consistent and cohesive when entering Manassas from the 
County.  

o The stone marker at Portner & Main is a piece of history 

 All gateways are important, but should be prioritized based on the volume of incoming 
traffic, visitors, or corridors/places where people spend money. 

o 28 & 234 (Centreville Road & Sudley Road) – Most important 
o Route 28 should have more emphasis as a gateway because you have to drive 

through an ugly area to get to the City. Medians with trees and on the sides of 
Route 28 and Mathis Avenue would be an improvement. 

 The City is a mix of different communities, which should be recognized/identified. Can we 
have both neighborhood designations and gateway markers? We should celebrate the 
neighborhoods and make them distinct from commercial areas, but also tie back to the 
City branding so there is some cohesion. We should have neighborhood signs that reflect 
their unique identities or historic significance. 

o Perhaps red stone pillars would reflect an historic neighborhood. 

 The signs are a good start, but more effort needs to be made in the gateways to provide 
that sense of place for travelers, and a clear distinction that you are in the City. 

 Visitor Center at Gateway and I-95. 

 Should know you’ve crossed into the City. Should be signs further out, signs in the 
neighborhoods, and signs at the Mall. 

 Take advantage of the back of the signs: “thanks for visiting” or “come back again”  

 Electronic signs are important to advertise events, but we don’t need all electric signs.   

 At gateways: underground utilities, focus on landscape and vegetation/trees. 

 Find a better way to showcase the local organizations – some see it as an eyesore, some 
see it as a “hometown” feature. 

 American flag, Virginia flag 

 Neighborhood column sign/welcome made of Manassas clay brick 

 Streetscape standards to include privately-owned developed as part of the plan 

 We have fallen behind in terms of maintenance. Since the recession, maintenance has been 
cut to save money, and has not come back. Look for low-maintenance solutions.  

 It feels like we are sometimes going backwards; we should be going forward. 

Comments related to what people would like to see improved on corridors  

 While there were discussions related to specific corridors, there were some ideas for 
elements people would like to see improved on all corridors, including: 

o Consistent street lights 
o Bicycle paths and sidewalks 
o Boulevard treatment and undergrounding utilities for all major roads 
o Expand/extend the feel of Historic Downtown into the rest of the City 
o Avoid a theme park look – aim for consistency without standardization 
o Recognize neighborhoods within neighborhoods 
o Maintain what we have 



Appendix A: Summary Of Discussions 

Community Appearance A.29 

o Require architectural reviews by district (e.g., for rooftop screening) 

 Comments related to Mathis Avenue, Centerville Road, Route 28: 

o “The Mathis corridor needs attention—especially being so close to Liberia House 
and Annaburg Manor.” 

o Less sign clutter and more attractive signage 

 Signage for Liberia that is of a higher quality  

 Unique signage for commercial areas  

 Public art signage (e.g., car sculpture) reflecting local businesses  
o More Vegetation 

 Support habitats, native trees, flowering trees, daffodils, evergreens 

 Medians with trees 
o More attractive development: fewer used car lots, more vibrant office 
o Curb and gutter, proper drainage 
o Demonstrate small town feel  
o Better walkability 

 Intersection of Liberia Avenue and Centreville Road is dangerous 

 Sidewalks are blocked by utility poles and are accessible 
o See ULI study for examples of what should happen  

 Comments related to Sudley Road: 

o Currently “miserable” 
o Would like to see signage: “Welcome to Historic Downtown Manassas”, 

neighborhood signs, signs for the hospital and Annaburg 
o Needs curb and gutter, proper drainage 
o Would like median islands from Nelson Park out to Centreville Road for traffic 

calming 

 Comments related to Nokesville Road: 

o Overall positive response to corridor 
o There was much agreement that people do not like the painted rocks  
o Would like to see more done with the medians 
o There should be an indication that Historic Manassas is coming up, on the approach 
o No back-of-curb sidewalks; use planting strips 

 Comments related to Downtown: 

o Tie the two sides of downtown together – across Grant Avenue (more walkable) 
o Tie together the sides of Prince William Street, Liberty Street 
o Downtown should have unique signs  
o Remove the signs under the flagpole 
o Improve accessibility 
o Current sidewalks are inconsistent (not level) and sometimes too narrow. 
o Prioritize foot traffic – make it more pedestrian friendly/safe. 
o Add landscaping between the sidewalk and the road for pedestrian safety – could 

be attractive with flowers. 
o The potential future roundabout would be a natural gateway 
o More traffic calming 
o Focus on human scale development 
o Screen parking lots 
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 Comments related to Liberia Avenue: 

o Overall positive response to corridor 
o Several newer commercial centers have installed landscaping  
o Don’t let the County tear it up; erosion of median landscaping and removal of trees 

due to construction is disappointing 
o Entrance from parkway needs improvement 
o No signage at the north side of Liberia 

 Comments related to Grant Avenue and Dumfries Road: 

o Things people like: Existing trees, planting strings, medians, Sternberg lamps 
o The Public Safety building will have a positive effect on south end of Grant 
o Median strip on Grant Avenue is poorly maintained 
o Dumfries Road needs improvement 
o Areas along the corridor have a different but similar character but need consistent 

quality and design (e.g., Georgetown South could be more cohesive with the rest of 
the City’s character) 

o There’s nothing off Route 234 to point you to the Manassas Historic Downtown – 
there should be an indication on this approach that Historic Manassas is coming up 

o There is a disconnect from the north to the south ends of Grant 
o It would be good to replicate the medians and lamps on south end of Grant 
o The underpass is a chance to improve and decorate the concrete 

 Comments related to Wellington Road: 

o Overall positive response to corridor: sidewalks, medians, bike trail 
o Needs better gateways at Liberia Avenue and Godwin Drive 
o More landscaping would be useful in industrial areas  
o Need a better transition from Prince William Parkway into residential 

neighborhoods 
o Traffic is fast despite going into a residential area - a residential gateway sign at 

Oakenshaw might help slow traffic 
o Should require trees and landscaping 

 Comments related to Hastings Road and Godwin Drive: 

o Godwin Drive will become a major corridor in the future, especially if a bypass 
road is built 

o Should connect the Winter’s Branch trail system, especially before there’s more 
development (small parking area to access the trail, perhaps around the water 
treatment facility on Godwin) 

o At Clover Hill, add an historic property sign for the former farm 
o Recognize the history/uniqueness of the adjacent neighborhoods 
o Better dining/family dining (less fast food; less parking) 
o Should require trees and landscaping 

Priorities for the next five years 

 Top priority: Clean up the Mathis corridor.  

 Address the issue of height. 

o Especially B3.5 (which some said leads to “looming buildings”) 
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 Require trees, better bike/pedestrian accommodations. 

o Trees and landscaping are needed along Route 28 all the way to the firehouse and 
along Mathis Avenue 

 Place gateway signage at Route 28 and Sudley Road. 

 Be intentional – consider architectural design districts/overlays for gateways. 

 Tie the north and south sides of Downtown together.  

 Install neighborhood signs that reflect their unique identities or historic significance. 

 Improve the commitment to maintenance.  

o We can have beautiful gateways, but it’s what’s inside that counts: are streets clean? 
Grass cut?  

o Maintain existing amenities, buildings, and facilities 
o Make sure that a maintenance budget is available when we have a new project 

(e.g., Grant Avenue streetscaping) 
o Keep sidewalks clean, edging along street and sidewalks  
o Trees and green medians are important. When you remove a tree, there needs to 

be a plan for immediate replacement 

 Consider the traffic trends in the future: “passing through” versus “coming to.” 

o Many corridors are commuter routes and we will continue to have problems until 
some traffic can be rerouted 

o Commuters come through the City as well as to the City 

 Balance of residential development with (needed) business development. 

 Art, including banners and sculptures. 



Appendix A: Summary Of Discussions 

Environment A.32 

ENVIRONMENT 

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS 

What environmental issues do you think the City needs to tackle? 

Green space  

 Preservation and addition of land. 

Vegetation 

 Enhance urban forestry. The City arborist should visit HOA meetings, festivals, give out 
seedlings, and have more outreach, especially about removing diseased trees. 

 Provide tax credits for planting trees or taking down dead or diseased trees.  

 Encourage native species. 

Litter control 

 Continue the “Keep Manassas Beautiful” campaign. 

 Street sweeping is not consistent. 

 More public outreach for litter laws and others (e.g., clippings and leaves not allowed in 
the street due to stormwater issues). 

 Show return on investment (ROI).  

 Charge fees for plastic bags. 

Recycling 

 More recycling at City events. Need more recycling containers.  

 Impressed with trash and recycling service. Keep educating people.  

 Recycle locally – reuse in City projects. Look at purchasing policy for recycled products. 

Energy efficiency and use 

 Energy efficiency, especially for City buildings, even if it costs more up front. 

 Smart cities (light monitoring, smart grids, Internet of Things) 

 Support solar power. 

 Encourage anti-glare LED lighting with lower lumens, and a warmer/softer tone. 

 Install and market locations to charge electric vehicles. 

Stormwater 

 Stormwater ponds on Hastings Drive—geese leave a mess, but constant maintenance is not 
feasible. Landscaping around the perimeter is a good idea but can’t disrupt the 
functionality of the ponds. 

 Consider beautification of stormwater management facilities in addition to functionality. 

 Reduce impervious surfaces. 
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Other issues 

 Water conservation 

 Stream restoration  

 Urban gardening 

Of the issues discussed, which would you prioritize? 

 The common theme was maintenance. 

 Increase solar-friendliness (e.g., ARB could consider supporting solar in the Historic District). 

.
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TRANSPORTATION/MOBILITY 

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS 

Traffic/Speeding 

 More rigid enforcement of traffic through Old Town.  

o Anecdote: Middleburg has a major route (Rt 50) through town and still slows traffic 
o Speeding traffic is a problem, e.g., along Godwin Drive.  

 Concern about the impact of traffic on the character of neighborhoods.  

o Center Street and Church Street are the main traffic hubs, with lots of cars 
o County development is out of our control, but puts pressure on our roads 
o Route 28 north of the City is a challenge for accessing the downtown and for events 

due to traffic 

 Install traffic calming measures, e.g., planters, speed bumps, stop signs. 

o Grant Avenue and Portner Road 
o Portner Road and West Street 

 Improve signal timing coordination. 

Connectivity 

 The railroad is seen an impediment to movement between the north and south downtown 
areas.  

 Increase connectivity between the downtown and other amenities such as the Hylton Center 
and new development in the western part of the City. 

Parking 

 Downtown parking needed. 

o Particularly handicapped parking 
o Consider additional parking garages – could look at an additional parking 

structure north of the tracks where there is less parking 
o Need to consider cost as well as potential impact of new technology (e.g. 

ridesharing; autonomous vehicles) on the future need for a new parking structure 

 Delivery trucks cause issues downtown. 

o Major issue, especially if eliminating vehicle traffic on Center Street 
o Need designated loading zones, or consider only allowing loading/unloading 

during certain times (see Fredericksburg for example) 
o Have a centralized place for commercial truck parking so they don’t park along 

city streets 
o Rebuttal: You see deliveries all the time in big cities – not a bad thing to have trucks 

slowing the traffic 
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Walking 

 Would like a walkable downtown with additional improvements to pedestrian safety and 
comfort. 

o It is difficult to cross Grant Avenue, which creates an Old Town side and a 
Courthouse side – a walkway extension from Manassas Station to the area across 
Grant Avenue is needed 

o A pedestrian bridge running parallel to the railroad bridge would make it safer 
and bring more people across the street 

o Shut down Center Street to traffic to create a pedestrian-only street 
o Downtown sidewalks should be wider—buildings are too close to the sidewalks 

 Need sidewalks on both sides of Center Street and Prescott Avenue. 

 Improvements for younger walkers might not be sufficient for older residents/visitors. 

 Yield signs at crosswalks need to be on the road, and not on the sidewalks. Signs should be 
more forceful and say “you must stop” like those at the Courthouse. 

 Sidewalks are important in corridors – Stonewall Road needs sidewalks. 

 Sidewalk at Sudley Road and Godwin Drive – need on both sides of Sudley Road near 
the funeral home. 

 The sidewalk that ends on Grant Avenue at Portner Road should continue on the east side 
of the street to Sudley Road. 

 Improved signage and wayfinding would be useful. 

Bicycling 

 Need more, better, and safer bike facilities so that you can get anywhere on your bike. 

o Would like bike lanes on Main Street 
o Based on Town Hall input, there is a preference for shared use paths, striped bike 

lanes,  and buffered bike lanes, over shared lane markings 
o The extension of the Winter’s Branch Trail was seen as positive, and a big gap in 

both the bike and pedestrian networks along Wellington Drive in the vicinity of the 
railroad tracks and Route 28 was identified as a priority of the group.  

 Improved signage and wayfinding would be useful. 

Transit 

 Support additional transit improvements and transit service while preparing for some of 
these services to be replaced by new technology such as autonomous vehicles. 

 Circulator bus to assist people getting around.   

 More opportunities to ride the train (Amtrak/VRE) throughout the day. (More frequent 
trains, bidirectional midday trains, trains later in the evening.) 

 Enhance maintenance/cleanliness of, and connectivity to, the VRE station. 

 Prince William Street should be a transit hub. 

 Accessibility of the train – use/market/emphasize this mode more effectively. 

 More local bus stops – particularly along Liberia, Walmart, and Signal Hill Pool. 
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Transportation/Mobility A.36 

 Need a better connector bus (e.g., connections between residential neighborhoods to 
commercial areas on Liberia Avenue and Route 28). 

 Expand evening service on Manassas Metro Express (OmniRide). 
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INFRASTRUCTURE  

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS 

In general, the discussions reflect that people are very happy with the reliability of utilities in 
Manassas. Many of the comments that follow focus on “keeping up the good work” with regard to 
planning ahead for future needs. 

Issues or concerns 

Energy 

 Need to plan ahead for peak demand; reducing peak demand is important for businesses 
to economize.  

 Consider incentives for businesses to reduce peak use, especially as contracts with 
Dominion and others are renewed. 

 Consider generating more energy locally. 

 Encourage renewable energy, including solar. 

o The City’s peak usage policies for churches and businesses lower the return on 
investment for solar, discouraging its implementation 

o Community solar projects (where houses that have more sun share energy with those 
that have less in a neighborhood) should be encouraged, but they are currently 
prohibited outside the City. 

o As we develop homes, provide incentives for solar 
o Green initiatives align with health initiatives - need to do better with sharing 

information about how to install solar in a home 
o Other counties provide tax incentives and demonstration programs to make 

implementation of solar easy (Fairfax County was given as an example) 
o Keep up with technology changes – the cost of solar is going down and battery 

storage is increasing, making it more feasible 
o It is difficult to install solar panels in the Historic District due to Architectural Review 

Board requirements 

Water/Sewer 

 City appears to be a step ahead with the water supply, since there is a surplus to sell. 

 Ensure Lake Manassas stays clean for clean safe drinking water. 

 The capacity of the sanitary sewer appears to be an issue, and costs could become a 
threat/challenge. 

 Gasoline stations and associated underground storage tanks are a concern due to leaks. 

Other issues 

 Littering along roadways (e.g., Wellington Road) is an issue. Having trash cans is helpful 
for keeping trash off roads and people may be enticed to pick trash up if there is a place 
to put it. 

 Consider the impact of storm water regulations on limited resources/staffing.   
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What improvements / investments do you think the City should make? 

 Keep being proactive: define what the City’s future economic vision is, and then ensure 
resources are available to support that. 

 Ensure there is a budget in place to replace 100-year-old pipes, or other large projects 
that may be coming up. 

 Reliability: keep efforts to underground powerlines; focus on reliability for the Hospital 
and other major employers (e.g., Micron)  

 The smart meter initiative is wonderful. 

 Support for the City’s current assessment of the feasibility to provide free WIFI downtown. 

 Policy to determine a minimum percentage for renewable energy use in the City. 

 Renewable energy discussion:  

o Provide incentives for residents to go green 
o Micron or the airport could support solar panels 
o Need to investigate return on investment/costs 
o Install solar panels in the parking lots and at the parking garage (helps with heat 

island effect and energy production) 
o Install solar on City facilities if economically reasonable in terms of return on 

investment 

 Solar should be part of the new public safety facility and the new 
fire/rescue station 

o Could give residents the option to purchase renewable energy, or make renewable 
energy available as part of the City’s energy portfolio at no added cost 

o Opportunities and cost for geothermal (has been very successful in Manassas) 
o Wind energy – the City looked at wind turbines for Lake Manassas, but was not 

feasible 
o Make it easy to find electric vehicle charging stations 
o Has the City considered floating panels on the lake? Solar roads? 

 Stormwater, esp. as more of the City becomes paved. 

o Winters Branch is an example of how not to deal with it 
o Can’t use contaminated old wells 
o Should encourage green roofs that capture sediment 

Top priorities 

 Sustainability is important, both for the environment and for cost savings. 

 The sewer system must be expanded - could be a liability. 

o We need educational programs to let people know about sewer problems, and 
what you can you put down a storm drain or a sink 

 Focus on cost effectiveness. 

 The City can make decisions about creating more generation from green sources, 
especially solar. 

 Be more efficient to address littering.  Hopefully new code and programs help. 

 Continue education of City’s recycling rules to reduce confusion. 
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 Work with schools/find partners in schools to discuss littering and environment with future 
generations so they understand the importance. 

 Look for an opportunity for internships through local schools for students to learn about 
City utilities/operations and the importance of our resources. 



 

 
 
 
 

APPENDIX B: WEBSITE RESULTS 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2019 Manassas Community Conversations 



 

This Page Intentionally Left Blank 



Summary Report
15 June 2018 - 31 December 2018

Let's Talk Manassas
PROJECTS SELECTED: 8

About Community Conversations  |  Let's Talk Transportation  |  Let's Talk Land Use  |  Let's Talk Economic
Development  |  Let's Talk Infrastructure & Facilities  |  Let's Talk Parks, Recreation, & Culture  |  Let's Talk

Environment & Health

FULL LIST AT THE END OF THE REPORT

Highlights

TOTAL
VISITS

520  

MAX VISITORS PER
DAY

30
NEW
REGISTRATIONS

15

ENGAGED
VISITORS

31  

INFORMED
VISITORS

158  

AWARE
VISITORS

352

Visitors Summary

Pageviews Visitors Visits
New Registrations

1 Jul '18 1 Oct '18 1 Jan '19

250

500

750

 



Let's Talk Manassas : Summary Report for 15 June 2018 to 31 December 2018

PARTICIPANT SUMMARY

ENGAGED

INFORMED

AWARE

31 ENGAGED PARTICIPANTS

01512

002

000

000

000

000

000

002

004

Registered  Unverified  Anonymous

Contributed on Forums

Participated in Surveys

Contributed to Newsfeeds

Participated in Quick Polls

Posted on Guestbooks

Contributed to Stories

Asked Questions

Placed Pins on Places

Contributed to Ideas
* A single engaged participant can perform multiple actions

Let's Talk Transportation 13 (11.8%)

Let's Talk Land Use 9 (7.9%)

Let's Talk Housing & Neighborhoods… 7 (8.4%)

About Community Conversations… 5 (4.8%)

Let's Talk Parks, Recreation, & Culture… 4 (7.3%)

Let's Talk Infrastructure & Facilities… 4 (7.5%)

Let's Talk Economic Development… 3 (5.2%)

Let's Talk Environment & Health… 1 (2.1%)

TOP PROJECTS
Participants (%)

* Calculated as a percentage of total visits to the Project

ENGAGED

INFORMED

AWARE

158 INFORMED PARTICIPANTS

0

0

24

8

0

0

142

31

Participants

Viewed a video

Viewed a photo

Downloaded a document

Visited the Key Dates page

Visited an FAQ list Page

Visited Instagram Page

Visited Multiple Project Pages

Contributed to a tool (engaged)

* A single informed participant can perform multiple actions

Let's Talk Land Use 60 (52.6%)

Let's Talk Transportation 56 (50.9%)

Let's Talk Housing & Neighborhoods… 50 (60.2%)

Let's Talk Parks, Recreation, & Culture… 27 (49.1%)

Let's Talk Infrastructure & Facilities… 26 (49.1%)

Let's Talk Economic Development… 24 (41.4%)

About Community Conversations… 23 (21.9%)

Let's Talk Environment & Health… 19 (40.4%)

TOP PROJECTS
Participants (%)

* Calculated as a percentage of total visits to the Project

ENGAGED

INFORMED

AWARE

352 AWARE PARTICIPANTS

352

Participants

Visited at least one Page

* Aware user could have also performed an Informed or Engaged Action

Let's Talk Land Use 114

Let's Talk Transportation 110

About Community Conversations… 105

Let's Talk Housing & Neighborhoods… 83

Let's Talk Economic Development… 58

Let's Talk Parks, Recreation, & Culture… 55

Let's Talk Infrastructure & Facilities… 53

Let's Talk Environment & Health… 47

TOP PROJECTS
Participants

* Total list of unique visitors to the project



PROJECT TITLE AWARE INFORMED ENGAGED

Let's Talk Land Use 114 60 9

Let's Talk Transportation 110 56 13

About Community Conversations 105 23 5

Let's Talk Housing & Neighborhoods 83 50 7

Let's Talk Economic Development 58 24 3

Let's Talk Parks, Recreation, & Culture 55 27 4

Let's Talk Infrastructure & Facilities 53 27 4

Let's Talk Environment & Health 47 19 1

Let's Talk Manassas : Summary Report for 15 June 2018 to 31 December 2018

SELECTED PROJECTS - FULL LIST



Project Report
15 June 2018 - 31 December 2018

Let's Talk Manassas
Let's Talk Land Use

Highlights

TOTAL
VISITS

144  

MAX VISITORS PER
DAY

16
NEW
REGISTRATIONS

2

ENGAGED
VISITORS

9  

INFORMED
VISITORS

60  

AWARE
VISITORS

114

Aware Participants 114

Aware Actions Performed Participants

Visited a Project or Tool Page 114

Informed Participants 60

Informed Actions Performed Participants

Viewed a video 0

Viewed a photo 0

Downloaded a document 11

Visited the Key Dates page 0

Visited an FAQ list Page 0

Visited Instagram Page 0

Visited Multiple Project Pages 58

Contributed to a tool (engaged) 9

Engaged Participants 9

Engaged Actions Performed
Registered Unverified Anonymous

Contributed on Forums 5 4 0

Participated in Surveys 0 0 0

Contributed to Newsfeeds 0 0 0

Participated in Quick Polls 0 0 0

Posted on Guestbooks 0 0 0

Contributed to Stories 0 0 0

Asked Questions 0 0 0

Placed Pins on Places 0 0 0

Contributed to Ideas 0 0 0

Visitors Summary

Pageviews Visitors Visits
New Registrations

1 Jul '18 1 Oct '18 1 Jan '19

50

100

150

 



Let’s Talk Manassas: Summary Report 

 

 

 

FORUM TOPIC 
 
LAND USE & DEVELOPMENT 

Community Appearance 

Discussion Questions: 

 Manassas has a goal for "high quality" development, but what does "high quality" mean 
to you?  
 

 What should new development in Manassas look like?   
 

 What types of materials or architectural styles would you like to see? 
 

 Are there examples of developments in Manassas or elsewhere that demonstrate the 
type of development you would like here? 

Answers to follow 

 

Development Density 

Discussion Questions: 

Manassas is expected to continue to grow. At the same time, land is at a premium. Even small 
increases in development intensities allow for more successful community growth. 

With this in mind, where would you like to see more development, redevelopment, and/or higher 
development intensity? (For example: downtown, certain major corridors, industrial areas, 
neighborhoods, etc.)  

 What types of new or infill land uses (residential, office, retail, open space, industrial, 
etc.) do you think might be appropriate? 
 

 Are there areas in which you specifically would not like to see more development or 
greater densities (including taller buildings)? 

Answers to follow 
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FORUM TOPIC

Community Appearance

I'd like to see less parking lots in front of shopping centers from the main corridors. Dr
ive along Liberia and all you see on either side are seas of parking lots, usually twice 
as big as they need to be. It's visually unappealing, makes walking or biking
inconvenient, and it's bad for business. Look at Giant on Dumfries, for example - You 
can barely see the stores, or the (facades the city help pay for) from the road, becaus
e it's tucked so far back behind a massive parking lot that isn't more than 1/2 full on its
busiest days. They also chopped down many of the large trees last year that made it 
not so hideous, I assume in order to improve the visibility from the road. There's just n
o reason that it couldn't have been built with the building right along Dumfries with a r
oad going around to the parking lot in the back, and a second entrance to the store in 
the back. A good example is the strip of stores from Buffalo Wild Wings down to Papa
Johns next to the Harris Teeter at Wellington and Liberia. Except it would be better if t
hose stores, or HT itself, were oriented with a public facing facade along Prince Willia
m Pkwy or Wellington (although I'm sure it's current location is certainly preferable to 
a parking lot for residents of the townhomes behind there, and convenient as well.)

As defined in
http://www.manassascity.org/DocumentCenter/View/29195/Maintenance-Task-Frequ
ency-Chart_Final?bidId= every park should be at level 2 service. To quote: "Level 2 is
the normal standard the average park user expects to see on a regular, recurring basi
s. It is the desired standard and at a moderate level maintenance. Neighborhood and 
Community Parks should be maintained at this standard. The difference between Lev
el 1 and Level 2 is the frequency rate of users. Maintenance standards can change by
season or month depending on the level of park use. This level is associated with
locations that have moderate to low levels of development or visitation, or with operati
ons that, because of budget restrictions, cannot afford a higher level of maintenance. 
"

Rezone the properties currently used along the Mathis Ave. corridor to a mixed use ty
pe zoning to facilitate the development along this corridor.
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FORUM TOPIC

Community Appearance

Manassas is an historic city - an area that is a vital part of our country's history so all t
hat we decide needs to be connected in some way to this, even though that part of ou
r history was difficult and earthshaking. We cannot ignore this so our decisions regard
ing change need to recognize this. We are growing in population but our history does 
not disappear. Lillian Orlich - I first came to Manassas in 1950 from New York City - C
an you imagine my reaction to its size and population !!!!!!!!!
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FORUM TOPIC

Development Density

I would like to see density built within a half mile of the VRE station. I think the current 
land use of the entire length of Prince William Street is vastly underutilized with a mas
sive parking lot on one side, and car mechanics/industrial shops on the other side. Th
ere are also way too many surface parking lots in old town, and it's very evident as fo
ot traffic drops off significantly where density drops outside of East St and West St. Lo
nger term, the whole area south of the VRE station and around the museum down to 
Wellington would make for an excellent location to build up if it can be done without in
creasing risk of flooding. I love the sector plan for the Mathis corridor, and I think it
might be among the ugly strips of development in the country, but I don't think any
residential density should be added until traffic on Route 28 is improved. It might be to
o late, but it would have been good to have fought harder for the relocation of the VR
E Bull Run station on the other side of 234. It makes very little to zero sense for a pass
enger train service to be located in an industrial area, where nobody lives or plays, an
d the work sites are too spread out to walk to. If it were located on the other side of 23
4, it would have been within walking distance of existing neighborhoods, the landing a
t cannon branch development, and endless future potential for dense residential and
commercial development. Instead, we're getting a data center where probably only 12
people will be employed after construction is finished.

The city needs more open space and redevelopment. No new development should ta
ke place until existing structures meet zoning requirements. Why do we keep building 
more when we can hardly take care of what we already have? I have asked the city to
enforce many policies and they always say they are under staffed/budget and thus ca
nnot enforce them. What is the point then?

I would like to see current vacant or under utilized land up zoned as a method to incre
ase their value and thus attract new investment in the city.

I would love to see redevelopment all the way down Prince William from Wellington to 
the school.
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FORUM TOPIC

Development Density

Very well said -- I have just moved back to Manassas and have been very
disappointed in the lack of enforcement for city regulations. These regulations are
designed to keep our wonderful city clean and attractive -- keep the property values
high and bring in quality business and residents. City Council members need to work 
with city employees to address these issues, and be careful stewards of our voices an
d tax dollars.

We do not need Meineke auto repair shop next to our condos The Gatherings at Welli
ngton. Can’t believe Manassas would even consider putting this in a residential
community.You can imagine how this is effecting our community. This is an over 55 d
evelopment. Many much older. Bought here for the most part as their last home. Nev
er in our wildest dreams did we anticipate an auto repair shop would be in our back y
ard. Someone needs to see this and help us. PLEASE

Hi Marie - As this is in reference to an active special use permit request, we will share
your comment with City Council. You are also welcome to comment on this case durin
g the City Council public hearing tonight (12/10). Please contact our office at 703-257-
8223 if you have any questions about how to participate.
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FORUM TOPIC 
Transportation 

Alternative Transportation 

Discussion Questions: 

 Transportation options like public transit, biking, carpooling/vanpooling, and 
flex/telecommuting help ease congestion and offer a convenient alternative to driving 
alone. There are even financial incentives* available for using some of these options.  
 

 Do you currently use any of these options? Why or why not? 
 

 What improvements would make it easier for you to use these options? 
 

 If you currently use public transit, what would you need in order to walk or bike to your 
bus stop or train station? 

 

Answers to follow 

 

Bikes & Pedestrians 

Bicycling and walking are the fundamental modes of travel. 

Discussion Questions: 

 What keeps you from walking or biking? Where would you like to walk or bike that you 
feel isn't safe today?  
 

 Are there places where you would like to see a crosswalk or more bike racks?  
 

 Would you like to have a bikeshare system?  
 

 Which types of bike facilities would you prefer to see (shared lane marking, protected 
bike lanes, shared use path, scenic/nature path, etc.) and where? Tell us about it. 
 

Answers to follow 
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Roadways & Streets 

Discussion Questions: 

 The Comprehensive Plan calls for "Complete Streets" - streets that are safe, convenient, 
and comfortable for all users, including pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers.   
 

 Are there any locations where you would like to see complete streets implemented?  
 

 Are there any intersections that seem particularly unsafe or congested? 
 

 Innovative designs like roundabouts and traffic calming can help make roads safer for all 
users. What's your opinion on these types of changes? 
 

Answers to follow 
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FORUM TOPIC

Alternative Transportation

Our local bus service is far too infrequent, even during peak travel hours, to attract an
yone who has a viable alternative to long waits for slow trips. The City should subsidiz
e more frequent bus service to attract more fare-paying passengers. In addition, high-
school age children should be given free or reduce-fare bus passes to improve their m
obility, ease the burden on their families, and increase bus ridership.

I drive to VRE daily, and drive exclusively on weekends. Manassas local public transit
options are unreliable. The routes are too limited making the stops themselves long di
stance walks (the closest stop to my house is 0.8miles, a 20min walk). The frequency 
of trips and service limits mean that I cannot use the service for my daily commute or 
for weekend errands. Most of my neighbors do not know there is a local bus service. 
Overall, local service is poorly advertised. No one can use service they are unaware 
of. Subsidized service are a start, but local services need vast improvements in frequ
ency, routes, time tables, and coordination with other established transit systems.

If there were dedicated bus or HOT lanes on 28 and 66, such that it were faster to co
mmute by taking a bus or carpooling, my family would do so more often. As is, buses 
to Tysons make 5 stops to pick up/drop off passengers instead of just one centralized 
location, which adds significant time to the trip, only to sit in the same traffic we would 
sit in driving ourselves. Except our own vehicles are much more comfortable. 66 will h
ave separated HOT lanes, but nothing discussed so far on the future route 28 options 
talks about separated bus lanes, HOT lanes, or anything that would improve
transit/carpool options.

VRE should run on weekends. City should subsidize internet provider to ensure faster
speeds so teleworking is more viable. VRE should have a fast direct route from Alexa
ndria (currently takes an hour because of all the stops along the way).

Please add an additional bus time for OmniRide from Manassas Commuter Lot to DC 
other than stopping service at 6:40am.

Page 4 of 10
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Bikes & Pedestrians

IMO, the biggest deterrent to walking and bicycling within the City is the absence of si
dewalks in many older suburban-style neighborhoods surrounding the downtown are
a. In addition, the lack of direct neighborhood street connections in many
neighborhoods diverts walking and bicycling trips to longer routes on busier streets. In
some neighborhoods, cut through trails exist but these are poorly signed and may not 
be well maintained or designed. Creating additional neighborhood cut through trails, 
where feasible, should be a priority. In particular, Manassas and Manassas Park shoul
d be better connected via trails in the vicinity of Stonewall Park and the Public Works f
acilities.

Protected bike lanes would be vastly preferable. Bike lanes were just added to Clover 
Hill Road between Wellington and Hastings, but street parking was put on the outside,
which means cars will be pulling in, pulling out, doors opening, etc. There is no reaso
n whatsoever for cars to do the street parking next to the curb, and can easily be reve
rsed. Clover Hill is such a wide road that putting a curb around the bike lane on both si
des would still work, and maybe narrow the lanes enough to slow traffic down through
a neighborhood. I'd like to see this new lane and the mixed use trail along Wellington 
and Dean Park connected to Old Town with protected bike lanes on both Prince Willia
m Street and Grant. Both are very susceptible to people going way over the speed
limit. Alternatively (or in addition), get the Winter's Branch Trail extension between
Wellington and Prince William Street built, which would also in effect give residents m
ore direct access from Old Town to miles of nature and a big park with lots of upcomin
g projects. I'd also like to see yield-to-pedestrian laws enforced in Old Town. Maybe 1
in 20 drivers will yield to pedestrians trying to cross Center St, but I've never see anyo
ne pulled over. You can then use the money from those tickets to pay for more bike la
nes, make it more enjoyable to navigate Old Town on foot (people in cars aren't the o
nes actively spending their money), and maybe save a life.

If a bikeshare system is implemented it needs to be at no cost to the residents. Also p
eople biking need to follow the rules; so many times I have almost hit people because
they are either riding on the wrong side of the road, blowing through traffic
stops/lights, or not having a light when it is dark/night out. Also because the police do 
not enforce the speed limit many people speed or do not stop at intersections creating
dangerous conditions for walkers.

Page 5 of 10
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Bikes & Pedestrians

I would love to see a crosswalk at the corner of Centerville and where Sudley turns to 
Prescott. There is no easy way to walk from the corner with Iron Horse to CVS on the 
other corner.

Totally agree with this. The entire pedestrian situation at the intersection of 28 Sudley/
Prescott needs to be considered. As it stands, in order to cross 28, you have to cross 
Prescott, then 28, and then Sudley (which takes forever given that the lights are desig
ned to favor cars over pedestrians). Otherwise, you'd have to walk all the way into Ol
d Town to find a safe marked crossing of 28. I hope the city considers this when it loo
ks at the traffic circle study for that intersection.

Two items I pointed out a few weeks ago during the City bike ride with planning official
s. 1) at Hastings and Godwin extend the trail/path from the Cloverhill Park (I consider i
t the Jennie Dean Trail) to Winged Elm where the bike lane picks up. It is a narrow two
lane road with bad shoulder and lots of bikes, walkers and strollers use it to connect t
o other. Sidewalks and trails. 2) At Jennie Dean/Wellington and Prince William extend 
a safe path towards 28 where it can pick up the relatively new asphalt path. (Lots of w
alkers, bicycles and others use this area). A quieter plan b would be to go by the train 
yard through the condos and daylight near Stonewall Road and All Saints. Both of the
se may be in the long term plan. If they are not they should be added to a plan.

With PRTC's proposed new OmniRide bus hub at Mosby St and W Courthouse Rd, a 
paved shared-use path should be built just south of Pennington Traditional School to
connect the bus hub to Stonewall Rd.

Page 6 of 10
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Bikes & Pedestrians

With development expanding in Manassas Park and undeway at the Landing at Cann
on Branch there are 3 separate commmunity centers forming. Linking all this is the cu
rrently unslghtly railroad tracks. This scar can be turned in something much more. At 
a minimum a bike trail can be added along the railroad right of way. Taking that a step
further it would be nice to develop a well light cohesive, park-like trail linking these are
as. Adjusting zoning to encourage pedestrian friendly mixed use development along t
his pathway. This would transform what is currently a blockade into an asset and enco
urage higher 2 way VRE use and help justify increased levels of service.

Page 7 of 10



VISITORS 35 CONTRIBUTORS 7 CONTRIBUTIONS 9

09 September 18

Allen Muchnick

AGREES

0  

DISAGREES

0  

REPLIES

0

14 September 18

scavok

AGREES

1  

DISAGREES

0  

REPLIES

0

16 September 18

blacksmithforlife

AGREES

0  

DISAGREES

0  

REPLIES

0

16 September 18

blacksmithforlife

AGREES

0  

DISAGREES

0  

REPLIES

0

17 September 18

Peter Rosen

AGREES

0  

DISAGREES

0  

REPLIES

0

Let's Talk Manassas : Summary Report for 15 June 2018 to 31 December 2018

FORUM TOPIC

Roadways & Streets

Sudley Road at both Rolling Road and Godwin Drive still lacks pedestrian crossing sig
nals and marked crosswalks to cross Sudley Road.

Very few people yield to pedestrians in old town, where 99% of pedestrians who need
to cross roads in the city are located, and the law is never enforced. Nothing needs to
be done besides enforcing the law - the crosswalks look great, and are very visible be
hind the bright yellow "State Law Yield to Pedestrians" signs that everyone ignores. I'
d like to see lanes narrowed in neighborhoods for traffic calming. Many streets are so
wide, like Richmond Ave, that they could support wider sidewalks, street parking, 2 pr
otected bike lanes, a median, and two still-comfortably wide vehicle lanes. It's such a 
big road that it feels very unnatural driving 25mph through there, and very people do s
o. I don't think that traffic circles can be really bad as a pedestrian unless lighted cross
walks are installed 20-30 feet up each street from the circle (unless they're the size of 
the circle in DC with full traffic lights)

The speed limit needs to be enforced on Hastings! It is 25 Mph yet because it is 45 M
ph from Godwin people continue at that speed.

The traffic lights need to be sync together as well as with the surrounding areas (Prin
ce William, Fairfax, etc). This simple fix would alleviate a lot of traffic problems during 
rush hour. I have lost track of how many times I have had to sit at a light because of p
oor timing with other lights. Circles/roundabouts are poor choices because people alr
eady don't obey traffic rules, what makes you think they will actually yield to pedestria
ns or other traffic in the roundabout?

Many street intersections in Old Town do not provide enough sight distance to make r
ight turns.

Page 8 of 10
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Roadways & Streets

The lack of a sidewalk on Wellington Road from the railroad tracks near Prince
William Street to the entrance of United Rentals (the end of the ramp to/from the route 
28 overpass) is a definite safety issue. There are regularly pedestrians navigating that
area with only a narrow shoulder on a steep (blind) curve. I hope this is part of the (sh
ort term) long term plan for the city.

I live off of signal hill and I would like to see no parking signs during certain hours of t
he day for homes on both sides of the street. Leaving out of my subdivision I can't see
on coming traffic because of the work trucks obstructing the view. The traffic is getting
heavier and the speed faster. Broken cars and work trucks are left unattended for ove
r a week in front of my home and it's getting really ridicules.

Old Town Manassas is full of very traditional streetscapes. As part of the "Complete S
treet" idea, I would like to suggest the College Avenue Promenade in Blacksburg Va 
as an example for the Old town area. The design used provides improved pedestrian 
access, space for outdoor seating, improved water quality, a sense of space, and has 
a traffic calming effect. This is on top of simply looking beautiful. This design could be 
used on West, Battle, Main, and East streets and tied together with Center and/or Chu
rch Street. Future redevelopment on Prince William Street and Grant Avenue could
also benefit from this design approach. Such an approach would provide an environm
entally friendly mode of development that helps build a sense of community.

Page 9 of 10



VISITORS 5 CONTRIBUTORS 1 CONTRIBUTIONS 1

2018-09-16 17:17:34 -0400

blacksmithforlife

CATEGORY

Traffic

&

Roadways

Let's Talk Manassas : Summary Report for 15 June 2018 to 31 December 2018

ENGAGEMENT TOOL: MAP

Map Your Issues

This intersection is constantly congested when the VRE let's people off. The light
timing should be fixed to allow for more people to exit sooner. Everyday I see it back u
p past the marked turning lanes
Address: 9150 Prince William Street, Manassas, Virginia 20110, United States 

http://www.letstalkmanassas.org/transportation/maps/mobility-map?
reporting=true#marker-8536
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FORUM TOPIC 
Economic Development 

Share your thoughts on economic development in Manassas. 

Discussion Questions: 

 In the last 5-10 years, how has the business environment changed? 
 

 Do you think Manassas has become a better place to do business?  
 

 What is the top issue(s) you would like to see addressed in the city related to economic 
development?  

 

Answers to follow 
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Economic Development

No I don't think it has become a better place to do business. There have been many b
usinesses that have come and gone from the same places in old town because they 
are mainly the same thing (little nic-nacs, or restaurant). We need diversity (more me
dium sized companys - 20 to 100 people employed) instead of relying on Micron and r
estaurants in downtown. If you were to do a survey I bet you would find most people fi
nd work outside the city, that is just plain wrong. I don't want to have to commute to D
C to find livable wage work!

Living around Manassas for the past 30 years, it is exciting to FINALLY see some real
development in and around the city. Unfortunately, it appears that the past 5-10 years
have seen a bit of stumbling (failed attempts of revitalization in Old town, vacant spac
es, etc) but, the last two years have been promising. Very excited for new housing se
emingly catered to a younger generation. It does indeed appear to be a better place to
do business (especially comparing to 10-20 years ago). Top issue: Manassas needs t
o continue bringing in more corporate/white-collar/high-paying jobs. The city needs to 
be more attractive and catered to families with working parents. Nobody enjoys drivin
g to DC/Arlington/Ffx County every day for work. Companies need to be more
compelled to bring their offices to Manassas so it can become a Work/Play/Live city (
similar to Reston). I believe the city needs a good cleanup (Community CleanUp day)
, have more smoke-free areas (including shopping centers), and fewer convenience s
tores which seem to litter Manassas.

Not sure if this comment belongs here, but I know my family would visit old town more
if it felt safer from the traffic on center street. We were recently in Winchester for the 
day. I have to say their old town/downtown was great and we spent the whole day do
wn there. It’s pedestrian only and we were in and out of shops, stayed to eat, and reall
y enjoyed it. I know we block off traffic to center during some summer events (first Fri
day) but wondering if more consumers/families would visit old town more if it was a
bit safer.

Page 4 of 4
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FORUM TOPIC 
 
Infrastructure & Facilities 

The City’s goal for infrastructure is to provide quality, dependable services while supporting 
growth and economic development.  

Discussion Questions: 

 What improvements / investments do you think the City should make in order to achieve 
this goal?  
 

 What issues or concerns do you have about infrastructure and facilities in the City? 

 

Answers to follow 
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The city should provide municipal run fiber network and allow internet service provider
s to bid on lighting that fiber to the residents. They should also provide incentives to th
ose who are energy conscious like rebates for installing energy star products, or high 
efficiency HVAC. The city should also provide an official app (non-third party) to report
issues like potholes or other issues.

Thanks for your comments! We actually just launched a new app to report issues. Ch
eck it out at:
https://seeclickfix.com/web_portal/sqg3ASoQQj9rXCid3PBW82Kz/report/category

The city should continue the sidewalk on Stonewall from Stuart Ave. to the
intersection of Rt. 234. It’s dangerous and is used by pedestrians that must walk on th
e side of this busy road.

The city should not provide free wifi in the downtown area. I understand that we want 
people to visit downtown, but I also believe that this will lead to unwanted loitering do
wntown that we will then need to have more of a police presence to take care of.

Page 4 of 4
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DISCUSSION TOPIC 
 
ENVIRONMENT & HEALTH 

What are the environmental and health-related issues the City needs to tackle over the next ten 
years?  

 How can we do a better job greening our City?  
 

 How should Manassas address the health needs of our residents - such as provisions 
for healthy foods, physical activity, access to recreation, health care, environmental 
justice, and safe neighborhoods? 
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The city needs to provide incentives (i.e. tax breaks or rebates) when residents install 
new equipment. Looking at other towns, they provide breaks if a new energy star or hi
gh efficiency item is installed (water heater, HVAC, etc.), but the city provides nothing.
Investments in the hospital and other healthcare services. The smell at the Micron wa
ste water. Moving to renewable energy for our powerplants.

Page 4 of 4



Project Report
15 June 2018 - 31 December 2018

Let's Talk Manassas
Let's Talk Housing & Neighborhoods

Highlights

TOTAL
VISITS

106  

MAX VISITORS PER
DAY

8
NEW
REGISTRATIONS

1

ENGAGED
VISITORS

7  

INFORMED
VISITORS

50  

AWARE
VISITORS

83

Aware Participants 83

Aware Actions Performed Participants

Visited a Project or Tool Page 83

Informed Participants 50

Informed Actions Performed Participants

Viewed a video 0

Viewed a photo 0

Downloaded a document 5

Visited the Key Dates page 0

Visited an FAQ list Page 0

Visited Instagram Page 0

Visited Multiple Project Pages 47

Contributed to a tool (engaged) 7

Engaged Participants 7

Engaged Actions Performed
Registered Unverified Anonymous

Contributed on Forums 4 3 0

Participated in Surveys 0 0 0

Contributed to Newsfeeds 0 0 0

Participated in Quick Polls 0 0 0

Posted on Guestbooks 0 0 0

Contributed to Stories 0 0 0

Asked Questions 0 0 0

Placed Pins on Places 0 0 0

Contributed to Ideas 0 0 0

Visitors Summary

Pageviews Visitors

1 Sep '18 1 Nov '18 1 Jan '19

20

40

 



Let’s Talk Manassas: Summary Report 

 

 

 

FORUM TOPIC 
 
HOUSING & NEIGHBORHOODS 

Neighborhoods and housing are the building blocks of any City. 

Discussion Questions: 

 What is it like to live in your neighborhood? What needs improvement? 
 

 How can the City ensure the long-term availability of housing that addresses the needs 
of our residents?  
 

 What kinds of new housing options should Manassas offer? 

 

Answers to follow 
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Housing and Neighborhoods

Ensure developers are constructing enough 2 or 3 bedroom condos/apartments for th
e long term, get ahead on dwelling unit and setback laws to allow for future density
increases in SFH neighborhoods, and do what we can now to make sure that our
children are able to afford to live in Manassas when they're adults. Try to not have the
problems DC/Arlington have now because of selfish decisions their residents made 2
0-40 years ago.

Offer (tax and other) incentives to revamp existing houses. Enforce occupancy limits 
on existing houses. Ensure that speed limits are enforced. Ensure city enforces its ow
n zoning ordinances on city own land.

Thanks for your ideas! For those that may not be aware, the City has a housing
rehabilitation tax incentive program that can help owners making a significant reinvest
ment in their home. Find out more at: www.manassascity.org/housing

Thanks for your ideas! The City is currently working on a housing plan that will begin t
o look at these issues.

Manassas has tremendous historical status in the history of our country. Whatever we
do should not diminish from this but enhance this. It is important to modernize our city 
but it is equally important to preserve it. This is not an easy task with the speed and si
ze of the population growth . Our steps should be thoughtful and realistic.. I have lived
in Manassas since 1950 and have seen vast changes. Lillian Orlich - recently retired 
high school counselor and teacher orlichl@pwcs.edu
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28 November 18

Dan

AGREES

0  

DISAGREES

0  

REPLIES

1

20 December 18

Greenurry

AGREES

0  

DISAGREES

0  

REPLIES

1

21 December 18

Kelly Davis

AGREES

0  

DISAGREES

0  

REPLIES

0

21 December 18

Kelly Davis

AGREES

0  

DISAGREES

0  

REPLIES

0

Let's Talk Manassas : Summary Report for 15 June 2018 to 31 December 2018

FORUM TOPIC

Housing and Neighborhoods

I live in Old Town and drive through it daily for work. The small "stop for pedestrians c
rossing" signs in and around Old Town have no affect on drivers yeilding to people cro
ssing Center, Church and Prescott Streets. The one at Prescott and Cherry has gotte
n run over so many times its now gone so obviously most people dont notice them. W
e walk daily and cross Prescott regularly on foot, and speeding is always an issue ma
king it very dangerous. We also have a challenged neighbor living independently that 
walks daily, which worries us. We would like to strongly suggest relplacing these
small inconspicuous signs with something that calls attention to the crosswalks and st
ate law requirement to stop. Research shows that rapid flashing beacon signs increas
es driver yield rate by 96%. https://carmanahtraffic.com/product/r920-e-solar-
rectangular-rapid-flashing-beacon-copy/

I would like the city to consider looking at areas like Merrifield in Fairfax and the Whar
f in DC as examples of mixed use communities that have been "done right." They fost
er a sense of space that encourage visitors and residents alike to go out an engage. I 
have seen the motto "live, work, play" in many of these style communities. While Man
assas is technically a city much of it still feels like suburbs. I feel like the Mathis and C
enterville road cooridor between Prescott and Liberia would be idea for this sort of
development.

So glad I bothered contributing. No response at all.

Hi Greenurry, City staff is listening, collecting comments, and will be incorporating the
m into the Comprehensive Plan and Transportation Master Plan (TMP). Traffic calmin
g is an important item that is being addressed in the TMP, and we appreciate your co
mments.

Thanks for your comment. We do have an existing sector plan for the Mathis Corridor 
that envisions this type of development. You can find it online at: http://www.manassa
scity.org/DocumentCenter/View/21431/Mathis-Ave-Sector-Plan-small?bidId=

Page 5 of 5



Project Report
15 June 2018 - 31 December 2018

Let's Talk Manassas
Let's Talk Parks, Recreation, & Culture

Highlights

TOTAL
VISITS

62  

MAX VISITORS PER
DAY

8
NEW
REGISTRATIONS

1

ENGAGED
VISITORS

4  

INFORMED
VISITORS

27  

AWARE
VISITORS

55

Aware Participants 55

Aware Actions Performed Participants

Visited a Project or Tool Page 55

Informed Participants 27

Informed Actions Performed Participants

Viewed a video 0

Viewed a photo 0

Downloaded a document 1

Visited the Key Dates page 0

Visited an FAQ list Page 0

Visited Instagram Page 0

Visited Multiple Project Pages 24

Contributed to a tool (engaged) 4

Engaged Participants 4

Engaged Actions Performed
Registered Unverified Anonymous

Contributed on Forums 2 2 0

Participated in Surveys 0 0 0

Contributed to Newsfeeds 0 0 0

Participated in Quick Polls 0 0 0

Posted on Guestbooks 0 0 0

Contributed to Stories 0 0 0

Asked Questions 0 0 0

Placed Pins on Places 0 0 0

Contributed to Ideas 0 0 0

Visitors Summary

Pageviews Visitors

1 Sep '18 1 Nov '18 1 Jan '19

10

20
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FORUM TOPIC 
 
Parks, Recreation & Culture 

Imagine that you have been away for 10 years and have just come back. With a sense of 
optimism for your community, what do you hope the Manassas parks system will look like? 

Discussion Questions:  

 What types of facilities are a part of the system? Who is visiting the parks? What are 
they doing? What amenities are there? How do people get there? 
 

 Do you think the City is on track to make your vision a reality? What are some steps the 
City should take to improve? Which three ideas would you prioritize for the next five 
years?  

 

Answers to follow 

 



VISITORS 27 CONTRIBUTORS 4 CONTRIBUTIONS 5

10 September 18

KasH

AGREES

0  

DISAGREES

0  

REPLIES

1

14 September 18

scavok

AGREES

0  

DISAGREES

0  

REPLIES

1

19 September 18

Kelly Davis

AGREES

0  

DISAGREES

0  

REPLIES

0

19 September 18

Kelly Davis

AGREES

0  

DISAGREES

0  

REPLIES

0
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FORUM TOPIC

Parks, Recreation, & Culture

Are there any parks in Manassas? Honestly, apart from Signal Hill and Bull Run Battle
field, I've lived on Alleghany Rd for 10years and I have no idea where to go for a simpl
e picnic that's not already over-run. Not a baseball or other sports use, not a large law
n. A park with benches, gardens, walkways and play areas. Right now, we have to dri
ve to Fairfax to find something like that. It would be nice to be able to walk somewher
e. If Manassas is on track to anything like this, I have not seen or heard anything abo
ut it. I'd suggest a kiosk at Manassas Mall what the city is doing, what kind of
community input is needed, and where to find more info. I found out from a VRE email
- not the city.

I'm looking forward to the dog park at Dean Park! I'd like to see the ball fields at E.G. 
Smith improved, but also downsized to open up space for non-baseball activities, or r
emove the baseball fields in Dean park for other activities or simply more nature trails 
and green space. I liked baseball when I was a kid and it's great to see so many kids 
playing in the summer, but a dozen fields in a square mile is overkill in such a small ci
ty with a deficit of park space. PWC/Bristow can contribute some farms to be baseball
fields if there's such demand in the vicinity, so the city can provide more amenities to 
more of its own residents.

Hi KasH, Thanks for sharing your ideas! A listing of the City's parks and amenities can
be found at: http://www.manassascity.org/parks. Byrd Park recently received improve
ments, so that might be a good option for you to check out. You may also consider
signing up for City of Manassas Connection emails at
www.manassascity.org/notifyme. This newsletter is mailed to City residents with their 
utility bill and is loaded with resources, activities, and opportunities to engage.

Thanks for your feedback! We'll be collecting ideas for dog park features at the Farme
r's Market on Sept. 29th. We hope to see you there! More info can be found at: www.
manassascity.org/DocumentCenter/View/32708/Plan-Your-Park
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11 October 18

whitlockmw

AGREES

0  

DISAGREES

0  

REPLIES

0
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FORUM TOPIC

Parks, Recreation, & Culture

We have a big Pickleball group/s in Manassas. We love the Option B at Kinsley Park f
or dedicated Pickleball courts as part of the improvement. We have no dedicated cour
ts right now, just line tennis courts.
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